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On  February  12,  1809,  in 
Virginia,  in  a  log  cabin, 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN  declared  him- 
Zjk  self  to  have  descended  from  two  of 
y  V  what  he  called  "second"  or  "undis- 
tinguished" families  of  N'irginia. 
He  was  aware  that  his  father,  Thomas 
Lincoln,  was  born  in  Rockingham  Count>', 
and  he  knew  not  only  the  names  of  his 
father's  two  brothers  and  two  sisters,  but 
also  the  name  of  his  paternal  grandfather, 
Captain  Abraham  Lincoln.  One  of  his 
grandfather's  three  brothers,  Jacob,  re- 
mained in  Virginia  and  there  begot  sons 
and  daughters;  another,  Isaac,  removed  to 
CLLSt  Tennessee,  and  a  thirtl,  Thomas,  to 
Kentucky.  Lincoln  had  learned  all  this 
fr  im  his  father,  and  he  was  glad  of  every 
o;)portunit3'  to  increase  his  knowledge  of 
his  Lincoln  relationships. 

Of  his  ancestry  on  the  Hanks  side  he 
possessed  little  knowledge  and  was  disin- 
clined to  discuss  it.  He  probably  did  not 
know  from  what  count\'  his  nH)ther's  peo- 
ple came.  She  was  a  babe  in  arms  when 
the  Hanks  family  migrated  from  Virginia 
U)  Kentucky;  was  reared  by  the  Sparrows 
and  almost  lost  her  Hanks  name;  and  she 
(lied  when  Abraham  was  nine  years  of  age. 
His  reticence  has  been  more  than  com- 
pensated for  by  the  loquacity  of  modern 
writers. 

.\  recent  book,  written  with  more  zeal 
I'lan  knowledge,  and  sponsored  b\'  the 
eminent  president  emeritus  of  a  notei! 


Kentucky,  late  a  county  of 
Abraham  Lincoln  was  born 


Western  universit>' — who.  howe\'er,  dis- 
claims all  knowledge  of  the  genealogical 
material  in  that  volume — attempts  to 
prove  that  Lincoln  was  a  lineal  descendant 
of  Charlemagne.  The  premises  on  which 
this  conclusion  rests  are  thoroughly  un- 
sound, but  the  claim 


is  a  modest  one  com- 
pared with  that  set 
forth  b\-  a  i)rofessor 
in  an  Eastern  univer- 
silN'.  He  suggests 
that  "Hanks"  is  a 
name  perpetuating 
the  E  g  >■  p  t  i  a  n 
"'an  k  It"  or  "soul," 
and  that  .Abraham 
Lincoln  was  de- 
scended from  Tut- 
Ankh-Amen. 

On  few  subjects 
have  learned  men 
written  with  less 
knowledge  than  on 
the  parentage  and 
ancestry  of  Abra- 
ham Lincoln.  I  am 
about  to  show,  and 


RoBEKT  E.Lee    Abraham  Lincoln 


Gen  HENRY  LEE 


Richard  Lee 

Richard  Lee 
I  


Col.  Richard  lee 


Only  one  link  is  missing  in  the 
family  tree  that  traces  both 
Lincoln  and  Robert  E.  Lee  to 
the  same  distinguished  ancestor 


lor  the  first  tiiue, 
that  .Abraham  Lincoln  sprang  from  the 
same  family  stock  that  gave  to  the  South 
and  the  nation  some  of  its  greatest  and 
most  aristocratic  names,  one  of  which  is  of 
peculiar  interest.  W  e  indulge  in  no  romanc 


■hu-ni      I  hnv        Ih-cii  ruman,  in- 
I  hi-  I-  .  |.l  liii  an,!  iniihi'il  l.iic 
liM     ii.iri.  UT-  111  ihc  .T'lcr 

:|',n  al.ilu  i-.   llu'  I  lirl.lill  ri>c>  \\]  A 

ra\Kirof  Richmond  (.'ciuni_\-, 
who  acquired  her  married  nan^e 
when  the  \'irginia  Ta\  lors  were  all  Ta\dors 
and  before  U'illiam  Taylor  changecl  his 
name  and  that  of  his  descendants  to  Tay- 
loe.  The  date  is  May  ii,  1747,  and  on  that 
spring  day  Elizabeth  Ta>  lor,  weak  in  bod>' 
but  "of  perfect  mind  and  memory,  thanks 
l)e  to  Almighty  God  for  it,"  is  disclosed  in 
the  act  of  signing  her  will.  She  must  have 
been  nearly  ninety  years  old  when  she  at- 
tached her  signature  to  that  important 
document,  and  her  daughters,  Dorothy 
Croucher  and  Sarah 
Ellate,  were  com- 
paratively old  la- 
dies. Both  were 
widows,  and  Doro- 
thy had  lost  two 
husbands,  the  first, 
William  Lee,  in 
1717,  and  the  sec- 
ond, Richard 
Croucher,  in  1740. 
To  these  two  daugh- 
ters Elizabeth  Tay- 
lor left  her  clothing, 
with  the  provision 
that  it  should  be 
equall.N'  divided  and 
that  Dorothy  should 
have  first  choice. 
The  estate  was  prob- 
ably a  large  one,  and 
the  assumption  is  that  the  needs  of  the 
daughters  had  already  been  provided  for. 
Only  one  grandson  was  mentioned  in  the 
will,  though  doughty  old  Elizabeth  Taylor 
had  at  least  four,  'fhat  one  grandson  wa^ 
William  Lee,  son  of  Dorothv  bv  her  first 


Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln 
I 

Lucy  Hanks 

Ann  Lee  Hanks 

William  Lee 

William  Lee 
I 
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Li  ncoln 


On  January  19,  1807,  Robert  E.  Lee  was  born  in  Westmoreland 
County,  Virginia,  in  one  of  the  proudest  of  Virginia's  first  families 


LEE 

l^i/w  of  C. 
L^rciit  l^Ciidcrs  of  Op- 
0  oi/,\i/is'r^  llic  borc- 
o/i  l^ncolfi  ^He/ici'cs — - 
■-  -  that     T/icv     If  ere 

E.  Barton 


liusliiuul.    I.it        ivnifinlHT  1 

is  name  am: 

thai  111'  was  ali\  i_-  and  lu-ari  \ 

on  .Ma\  11 

1747,   v.lu'ii   his  ;;raiidiiicillR- 

siLMied  hel 

uill.           lallur  had  di,d  Ihi 

-1'    \eal-s  |,e- 

!ur-,-.  :M!d  hr  hiiUM-h'  had  ,  \' 

r  hi  n    as  \\, 

shall  iirrsciilK 

And  iiuw  lei  us  examine  ll 

•Ahieli  all  this  Me.  uire.i. 

1  he  n.illherii  end  <il  the  "n. 

.,1    \  ir^;inia.  .  x  i  u]  .\  1  n;,'  a  -|., 

.  e   .il  alicail 

lhirt\--li\e  nules  Irnni  ncii'lhw 

-1   h.  s,,iilh 

idlh    ,i|  nnt 

mIm  Kappa 

•Ja.xe    1.1  lla 

natiuii  m<iie  lainuus  nieii  lli. 

L  .allel 

-|n,l  .,1  e.nial  area  in  the  1 

[here  li\ed  ilu-  Carters^  lla. 

1  >.nll,  r.is  s. 

ihe  {  url.iiis,  ihe  Mdiinl  , 

llie    la.  lor- 

laxlue  lannlv.  1  he  \\.,|-niele\ 

■    ll:e  Lees. 

and  the  W  ashin-l.>n.s.  I  hi~  iMnnnnnily 
.yas  a  remarkalile  nm-.  ami.  hasin^  to  ihis 

aiul  wide  lidal  ri\ers    il  Iku!  ii~  <  li..i.  e  .  .1 

uoiids.  'I  M  an  uiiusiial  exlenl  il  -  inhialn  ■ 
lanls  knew  their  neltihlxa--  and  e\ei\  ciic' 
was  related  U>  e\er\'  one  els(  .>n  liie  same 
social  level,  ll  is  ITiiich  mure  ihaii  a  p. )s-,i 
hility  that  our  old  friend  I'di/.ahelh  l  av  lor 
rode  over  and  conj^raUilated  Mar\-  Hall 
Washington  when  little  Cieorge  was  born  in 
1732.  The  Balls  lived  southeasterly  and 
the  Washingtons  northeasterly  from  the 
Taylors.  They  all  knew  each  other.  I'or 
a  time  they  were  all  in  the  same  [)arish, 
and,  when  later  the  parish  was  divided,  the 
same  minister  conducted  services  in  both 
parishes,  performed  all  the  marriages,  and 
baptized  all  the  babies. 

The  first  Lee  in  America  (jf  whom  ue 
have  any  record  had  settled  across  from 
the  "northern  neck"  on  the  jieninsula 
formed  by  the  Rappahannock  on  the  north 
and  the  York  River  on  the  south.  lie  was 
named  Richard,  of  a  worth\  family  in 
Shropshire,  "a  man  of  good  stature,  comely 
visage,  sound  head,  vigonnis  sjjirit,  and 


generous  nature."  There  were  eight  big 
counties  in  the  state  when  he  and  Anna, 
his  wife,  estabhshed  themselves  in  1642  in 
w  hat  was  then  the  County  of  York.  Subse- 
quently the  original  eight  counties  were 
ilivided  and  redixided,  so  that  before 
Richard  passed  awa\'  his  estate,  "Para- 
dise," was  located  in  (doucoter  ("ountN'  on 
the  borders  of  \ew  Kent.  If  \'ir;iin:a 
could  be  said  to  have  any  aristocrac\-  in 
that  earl\'  day,  (iloucester  Count\'  was  the 


center  of  it,  and  some  of  Richard's  friends 
were  among  the  noted  men  of  the  time. 
He  himself  acquired  the  title  of  Colonel, 
and  became  the  father  of  seven  sons  and 
•two  daughters. 

.Among  his  neighbors  was  a  "Mr.  Thomas 
Hanks."  His  name  appears  on  the  official 
list  of  "tithables"  in  1654,  but  he  was  no 
newcomer,  for  a  small  stream  named 
"Hanks  liranch"  is  mentioned  in  land 
descriinions  in     (Contimiai  o»  paf.c  itj^) 


Abraham  Lincoln  Was  a  Lee 


(Conli lined  from  page  21) 


165s.    Was  he  the  same  Thomas  Hanks  who  great-granddaughter,  Betty  Lee,  she  left  her 

paid  taxes  in  Malmesbury,  England,  in  1642,  bed-rug-blanket,  three  pairs  of  sheets,  her 

joined  in  the  rebellion  under  Cromwell  in  1643,  prayer-book,  one  cow  and  calf,  one  ewe  and 

and  was  captured  in  that  ytar  and  deported  lamb,  one  pewter  basm,  her  Great  Trunk,  her 

with  a  sentence  of  seven  years  hard  labor?  long-handled  pot-ladle  and   frying-pan  her 

We  ran  not  be  sure,  but  it  seems  decidedly  little  salt  cellar,  and  her  looking-glass.  Betty 

probable.  In  that  case  he  presumably  reached  was  her  namesake  and  fared  best  in  the  old 

Virginia  in  1643,  served  his  seven  years'  sen-  lady's  will.      ^    ,      ,             ,      ,  . 

tence  worked  two  years  for  wages,  and  then.  To  William  Lee's  other  two  daughters,  .^nn 

having  saved  some  money,  bought  his  first  and  Sarah,  she  gave  each  a  cow  and  calf,  a  ewe 

hundred  acres  in  Gloucester  County,  land  Iving  and  lamb,  a  small  trunk,  and  a  pewter  basin 


on  "Hanks  Branch."  For  twenty-one  years, 
from  105,3  to  1(174,  he  bought  land  in  con- 
tiguous tracts.  While  he  never  owned  so  much 
as  Colonel  Lee,  he  was  a  prosperous  man,  pos- 
sessed of  more  than  two  thousand  acres. 

As  his  domain  widened,  his  patents  began 
to  state  where  his  land  adjoined  that  of  his 
neighbors,  and  two  of  his  patents  describe  his 
land  as  adjoining,  in  certain  specified  boun- 
daries, the  land  of  Colonel  Lee!  That  belliger- 
I  ent  old  royalist,  foremost  in  Virginia  in  support 
of  Charles  I  and  one  of  the  first  to  hail  Charles 
;  n  as  the  lawful  sovereign  of  England,  lived  for 
many  years  a  near  neighbor  of  Thomas  Hanks! 
\  The  loyalist  ancestor  of  Robert  E.  Lee  and  the 
j  rebel  ancestor  of  .Abraham  Lincoln  were  next- 
'  plantation  neighbors  in  Gloucester  County! 
That  generation  in  Virginia  passed  away 
amid  the  red  conllict  with  the  Indians,  followed 
by   Bacon's  Rebellion.     The   Rebellion  hit 


To  William's  son,  Richard  Lee,  she  be- 
queathed her  Great  Chest,  and  evidently  there 
was  a  considerai)le  estate  which  William  Lee 
inherited  as  residuary  legatee. 

William  Lee  died  in  1764;  seventeen  years 
after  the  death  of  his  grandmother.  In  all 
those  seventeen  years  he  had  not  finally  settled 
her  estate.  If  he  had  done  so,  we  might  never 
have  come  into  possession  of  the  interesting 
information  which  connects  Lincoln  with  the 
Lees.  As  it  was,  each  of  William  Lee's  three 
living  grandchildren  (Sarah  apparently  had 
died)  was  mentioned  in  the  settlenvnt  of  Wil- 
liam's own  estate  as  entitled  to  sums  still  due 
them  under  the  will  of  their  great-grandmother, 
Elizabeth  Taylor.  To  Richard  Lee,  one  of  the 
grandchildren,  was  payable  four  shillings. 
Betsy  Lee  and  Ann  Lee  did  not  receive  their 
inheritance  directly;  //  wns  paid  for  them  to 
their  husbands,  who  are  named  in  the  accounting 


Gloucester  hard  and  caused  a  considerable    of  the  administrators,  Thomas  Hanks  and  Joseph 


exodus  to  the  other  side  of  the  Rappahannock 
There  the  Lee  family  established  itself  during 
the  lifetime  of  the  old  Colonel  in  a  home  called 
"Stratford."  Thomas  Hanks,  who  was  still 
buying  land  in  1074,  as  the  records  shovv,  dis- 
appears from  sight,   but  in   1679,  William 


Hanks,  presumably  his  son,  and  his  wife  Sarah  great-grandmother, 


Ilanlcs.  These  two  young  men,  cousins,  mar- 
ried the  two  Lee  girls,  as  we  discover  through 
these  ancient  wills  and  reports  to  the  probate 
court  and  probably  never  should  have  discov- 
ered otherwise.  And  .Vnn  Lee,  by  her  marriage 
to  Joseph  Hanks,  became  President  Lincoln's 


presented  for  baptism  in  the  North  Farnham 
Church  their  eldest  son  William.  They  lived 
near  Warsaw,  only  a  few  miles  from  the  new 
home  of  the  Lees,  and  there  the  Hanks  family 
continued  to  live,  surrounded  by  Lees,  for  a 
hundred  years. 

William  Hanks  had  two  other  boys  besides 
the  eldest  whose  baptism  we  have  already  no- 
ticed. John,  the  youngest,  married  a  wife 
named  Katherine,  who  lived  to  a  great  age. 
Of  their  family  of  nine  children  their  son 
Joseph,  born  December  21,  1725,  interests  us 
most.  He  was  grandfather  to  Nancy  Hanks, 
who  married  Thomas  Lincoln,  June  12,  1806, 
and  became  on  Sunday,  February  12,  1809, 
the  mother  of  .Abraham  Lincoln. 

Now,  having  settled  the  geography  and  dis- 
covered the  Hanks  family  living  in  close  con- 
tact with  the  Lees,  and  having  traced  the 
Hanks  line  down  to  .Abraham  Lincoln,  let  us 
go  back  again  to  the  grand  old  lady  Elizabeth 
Taylor,  whom  we  found,  at  the  beginning  of 
our  story,  signing  her  will.  W 


In  my  hunt  through  musty  records  in  the 
courthouses  and  garrets  of  Virginia,  Kentucky, 
Indiana,  and  Illinois— all  the  places  where  the 
Lincolns  lived— as  well  as  in  England,  whence 
both  the  Lincoln  and  the  Hanks  ancestors 
came,  I  have  encountered  other  side-Ughts  on 
the  history  of  our  ancestors  which  have  their 
own  special  interest.  We  think,  for  instance,  of 
the  Puritans  of  New  England  as  far  removed 
from  the  Cavaliers  of  Virginia;  but  how  many 
of  us  know  that  not  a  few  of  those  same  Puri- 
tans went  South  and  mingled  their  blood  with 
that  of  the  first  families  of  Virginia? 

A  number  of  Massachusetts  folks  of  the 
second  generation,  finding  the  winters  cruelly 
severe  and  possibly  not  entirely  enjoying  all 
the  features  of  Puritan  discipline,  left  the  Old 
Bay  State  and  founded  new  homes  in  Virginia. 
There  they  left  their  family  names  of  Brough- 
ton.  Lord,  Dewey,  Smalley,  Sturgis,  and  Wash- 
burn. Not  only  so,  but  the  Virginia  girls  began 


 ^  to  be  named  Prudence,  Patience,  and  T 

emember  perance,  with  a  sprinkling  of  Priscillas!  Colonel 

that  she'had "two" daughters  and  that  one  of  Isaac  .Allerton      Ply-^""'^' 7)!°^  ^^^'^ ^ose 

these  daughters,   Dorothy,   married  a  man  Isaac  Allerton  of  and  v^^^^^ 

named  William  Lee  and  had  by  this  marriage  a  mother  was  lear,  daughter  of  Elder  Bre  stLr 

son  named  William,  who  was  the  only  grandson  of  Plymouth,  moved  in  and  ^^ade  h,s  I  ,mc 

mentioned  in  the  will.    He  was  appointed  her  among  the  Lees.  H'S  daugh  er  Sarah  Al  erton, 

executor  and  her  residuary  legatee.    His  four  became  the  second  wife  of  Colonel  Richard 

children  were  likewise  the  only  great-grand-  Lee's  son.  Hancock.    Perhaps,  'f  j^  kn-^w  a 

children  named  in  the  old  lady's  will.    To  her  the  maternal  fines,  we  should  hnd  that  both 
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Robert  E.  Lee  and  Abrahiini  Lincoln  wen; 
I  Mayflou'cr  descendants! 

We  have  knowledge  of  a  quadrilatL-ral  agrt'C- 
I  ment  made  March  31,  1O70,  between  John  Lee, 
■  Henry  Corbin,  Thomas  Garrartl,  and  Isaac 
AUerton,  to  build  together  a  banqueting  hall. 
They  did  so,  and,  until  the  hall  was  burned  in 
1714,  they  there  feasted  annually  with  their 
clans,  one  Puritan  and  three  Cavaliers;  and 
once  in  four  years  they  rode  in  procession 
round  their  boundaries,  renewing  the  old  land- 
marks and  feasting  merrily  when  all  was  done. 
One  would  like  to  have  attended  one  of  those 
t|uadrennial  festi\-als;  there  was  doubtless 
abundance  to  eat  and  quite  enough  to  drink. 

Even  the  Mayjhnver  is  connected  with  \  ir- 
ginia.  It  will  be  remembered  that  the  Pilgrims 
set  out  in  1620  in  two  ships,  the  Spmiu'cH  and 
the  Mayjlinccr,  but  that  the  former  wa^  oxer- 
masted  and  sprung  a  leak,  and  the  two  >liips 
had  to  jiut  back  into  port.  'I'hose  of  I  he  |>as- 
sengers  who  were  not  disheartened  by  the  delay 
were  crowded  into  one  ship,  the  M avjlouir, 
which  sailed  alone.  Captain  John  Smith,  who 
was  disgruntled  because  these  "humorists,"  as 
he  called  them,  meaning  "blunderers,"  ha<l  nut 
1  mployed  him  to  convey  them  to  X  irgini.i, 
I  recorded  that  "after  being  pestered  nine  weeks 
in  this  leaking,  unwholesome  ship,  lying  wett  in 
their  cabbins,  most  of  them  grew  very  weak, 
and  weary  of  the  sea."  W'e  may  be  sure  he 
told  the  truth. 

Tracing  the  Mayflower 
What  became  of  the  Mayjhr^'cr  and  the 
Speedwell' 

There  have  been  many  inquiries,  but  no  one 
has  known.  I  think  I  can  now  tell  this  nuicli 
about  these  two  ships:  that  both  were  alioat 
many  years  afterward  and  that  they  made 
other  voyages.  The  Mayflou-cr  crossed  to  New 
England  and  coasted  on  to  \  irginia,  and  the 
Speedu'cll  also  went  to  \'irgin;a.  whctlier  by 
way  of  New  I-lngland  or  not  [  do  not  know. 
After  the  New  England  colonies  had  become 
fairly  well  established,  there  was  an  acti\e 
coasting  trade  combined  with  a  transoceanic 
trade,  and  I  fmd  in  the  Virginia  records  refer- 
ences to  "our  dear  brethren  in  New  JCngland," 
whose  interests  were  one  with  theirs  in  tlie>e 
voyages. 

But  here  are  two  amazing  disco\erie>,  now 
published  for  the  hrst  time.  (3n  a  recent  jour- 
ney to  Virginia  my  attention  was  called,  by 
Mr.  E.  Carter  Delano,  Deputy  County  Clerk 
of  Richmond  County,  to  a  paper  recorded  at 
Montross,  the  county  seat  of  Westmoreland, 
the  ne.xt  county  north  and  the  home  of  Wash- 
ington and  the  Lees.  A  ship  had  crossed  to 
New  England,  done  business  in  Boston,  and 
sailed  on  to  Virginia,  dropping  anchor  in  the 
Potomac  River  within  sight  of  the  homes  of 
Lee  and  Washington.  As  was  customary,  the 
captain  of  the  vessel  acted  as  agent  for  various 
shippers,  and  he  had  occasion  to  file  his  cre- 
dentials for  record  at  the  Westmoreland  court. 
Here  is  the  document  which  Mr.  Delano  showed 
to  me,  and  of  which  I  possess  a  certilied  copy 
under  seal  of  the  court: 

"Boston  in  Newengland  ye  17th 
Septr.  165S 
Know  all  men  by  these  Pr.  Sent  to  whom 
it  may  Concerne  yt.  I  William  Brenton  of 
boston  In  newengland  Marinr.  do  apointe 
and  order  my  trusty  and  beloved  friend  Mr. 
Daniell  Hute  Master  of  ye  Maytlowr,  my 
true  and  lawfuU  .\ttorne>'  in  my  name  anil 
for  my  use  to  demand  and  receive  all  such 
Soms  of  Money  goods  and  Tobaccoes  as  are 
due  to  me  from  any  man  or  men  in  X'irginia  or 
in  any  other  parts  thereto 
belonging 

Thomas  Michell  William  Brenton 

John  Lee  Recorded  .\pr.  ye  10  idtu." 

We  have  no  dilliculty  in  locating  this  William 
Brenton.  He  was  a  Selectman  of  Ho>ton  and 
the  purchaser  of  a  large  tract  of  land  from  the 
Indians.   The  city  of  Taunton  now  occupies  a 


portion  of  this  land.  He  was  engaged  in  exten- 
si\  e  trading  operations;  a  man  who  might  have 
been  expected  to  consign  goods  either  to 
London  or  \  irginia,  and  his  power  of  attorney 
to  Captain  Daniel  Hutt  is  quite  in  line  with 
probability. 

While  we  are  talking  about  the  Mayjlower, 
we  may  as  well  note  that  her  Captain  Daniel 
Hutt  later  either  married  a  X'irginia  wife  or 
brought  his  wife  across  and  li%ed  and  died  at 
Nominy;  and  his  widow,  with  that  promptness 
which  was  characteristic  of  the  time,  married  a 
second  husbiind  before  the  estate  was  settled. 
There  appeared  with  her  in  court  "Jno.  Crabb 
married  ye  Relict  Extrx.  of  Danll.  Hutt,  late 
of  Nominy,  deceased." 

But  that  is  not  all.  One  of  these  ship  cap- 
tains got  into  a  dispute  over  one  of  his  agencies, 
anci  there  is  record  of  the  court  at  Nominy,  in 
Westmoreland,  in  I''ebruary,  io,S4,  of  Nicholas 
Spencer  \  s.  John  Julian,  and  it  api)ears  of 
record  that  John  Julian  is  "Master  of  the  Ship[) 
Speal-L^'dl  of  London  and  now  riding  att  .\nchor 
in  the  Port  of  Nomin)  ." 

How  many  \  oyages  did  the  Mayjlover  and 
Spiedi^'ell  make,  and  how  many  of  the  early 
families  of  Virginia,  as  well  as  of  New  luigland, 
crossed  in  them  or  moved  up  and  down  the 
coast  in  them  as  they  wove  their  shuttle-web 
that  bound  together  the  people  and  interests  of 
the  two  colonies? 

The  tombstone  of  Hancock  Lee,  at  Dichle\-, 
is  an  eloquent  reminder  of  the  Massachusetts 
blood  that  mingles  with  that  of  earl\-  Virginia, 
not  only  in  the  Lees  but  of  man_\-  other  proud 
Southern  families. 

"Here  Lyeth  the  Body  of  Hancock  Lee 
Seventh  Son  of  llonnourable  Richard  Lee 
Departed  this  Life  May  the  25th  .Vnno  Doni. 
I  700  .Veta  5(1  years 

"Also  Mar>-  his  first  wife  only  Daughter  of 
William  Kendall  Cent.  Who  Departed  this 
life  December.  The  24th  .Anno.  Dom.  i()g4 
Acta       \  cars. 

"And  Sarah  his  last  wife  Daughter  of  Isaac 
-Vllerton  l;sqr.  Who  Departed  this  life  May 
the  J  7th  Anno.  Doni.  i7,-;i.    .Vela.  60  years." 

His  lir-t  wilt  was  a  \  irginian,  his  second  wife 
a  granddaughter  of  the  minister  of  the  May- 
jloicrr,  and  there  were  children  by  both  wives — 
good,  respectable,  and  aristocratic  Lees,  all  of 
them.  \Ve  can  not  distinguish  the  northern 
Lees  and  the  soutliern  Lees.  We  are  one 
people. 

In  the  minds  of  many  readers  there  ine\  i- 
tably  will  be  a  further  question.  Can  we  con- 
clude that  the  two  outstanding  figures  of  the 
Civil  War  were  directly  related?  Did  the 
same  blood  flow  in  the  veins  of  .Abraham  Lin- 
coln and  Robert  E.  Lee? 

The  Line  of  Robert  E.  Lee 
We  have  the  genealogy  of  Robert  E.  Lee 
straight  back  to  the  original  Colonel  Richard. 
It  may  be  epitomized  coinenicntl}'  thus: 

I.    Richard  Lee,  arri\ed  in  Virginia  in 
1642  and  died  in  ibijj^. 
II.    Richard  Lee,  born  in  1647,  and  died 
in  1 7 14. 

III.  Henry  Lee,  born  in  1691,  and  died 

in  1747. 

IV.  Henry  Lee,  born  in  172Q,  died  in  17S7. 
\'.    Major-General  Henry  Lee,  born  in 

1756,  died  iSiS. 
\I.    Major-General  Robert  E.  Lee,  born 

1807,  died  1870. 
I'nfortunately  we  do  not  know,  and  there  is 
apparently  no  way  of  finding  out,  the  name  of 
the  father  of  that  William  Lee  who  was  the 
executor  of  the  will  of  Elizabeth  Ta_\lor  and 
from  whose  own  will  we  lind  the  facts  that 
luue  herein  been  set  forth.  Old  Colonel 
Richard  Lee  was  the  father  of  seven  sons  and 
two  daughters.  We  do  not  know  all  their 
names,  much  less  the  names  of  all  of  their 
descendants.  All  of  them  bred  mightils'  in  the 
wilderness,  and  from  some  one  of  these  st-\  cn 
sons,  possibly  from  Hancock  Lee,  the  scxenth, 


1653.  Was  he  the  same  Thomas  Hanks  who 
paid  taxes  in  Malmesbur>',  England,  in  1642, 
joined  in  the  rebellion  under  Cromwell  in  1643, 
and  was  captured  in  that  year  and  deported 
with  a  sentence  of  seven  years  hard  labor? 
We  can  not  be  sure,  but  it  seems  decidedly 
probable.  In  that  case  he  presumably  reached 
Virginia  in  1643,  served  his  seven  years'  sen- 
tence, worked  two  years  for  wages,  and  then, 
having  saved  some  money,  bought  his  first 
hundred  acres  in  Gloucester  County,  land  lying 
'on  "Hanks  Branch."  Eor  twenty-one  years, 
from  1633  to  tfi74,  he  bought  land  in  con- 
tiguous tracts.  While  he  never  owned  so  much 
as  Colonel  Lee,  he  was  a  prosperous  man,  pos- 
sessed of  more  than  two  thousand  acres. 

.\s  his  domain  widened,  his  patents  began 
to  state  where  his  land  adjoined  that  of  his 
neiglibors,  and  two  of  his  patents  describe  his 
land  ,is  .uljoining,  in  certain  specil'ied  boun- 
daries, the  land  of  C'olonel  Lee!  That  belliger- 
ent old  royalist,  foremost  in  \'irginia  in  support 
of  Charles  I  and  one  of  the  first  to  hail  Charles 
II  as  the  lawful  sovereign  of  England,  lived  for 
many  years  a  near  neighbor  of  Thomas  Hanks! 
The  loyalist  ancestor  of  Robert  E.  Lee  and  the 
rebel  ancestor  of  Abraham  Lincoln  were  next- 
plantation  neighbors  in  Gloucester  County! 

Thai  gcner:aion  in  A'irginia  jiassed  away 
amid  the  red  cnnllict  with  the  Indians,  followed 
by  Bacon's  Rebellion.  The  Rebellion  hit 
Gloucester  hard  and  caused  a  considerable 
exodus  to  the  other  side  of  the  Rappahannock. 
There  the  Lee  family  established  itself  during 
the  hfetime  of  the  old  Colonel  in  a  home  called 
"Stratford."  Thomas  Hanks,  who  was  still 
buying  land  in  1674,  as  the  records  show,  dis- 
appears from  sight,  but  in  1679,  William 
Hanks,  presumably  his  son,  and  his  wife  Sarah 
presented  for  baptism  in  the  North  Farnham 
Church  their  eldest  son  William.  They  lived 
near  Warsaw,  only  a  few  miles  from  the  new 
home  of  the  Lees,  and  there  the  Hanks  family 
continued  to  live,  surrounded  by  Lees,  for  a 
hundred  years. 

William  Hanks  had  two  other  boys  besides 
the  eldest  whose  baptism  we  have  already  no- 
ticed. John,  the  youngest,  married  a  wife 
named  Katherine,  who  lived  to  a  great  age. 
Of  their  family  of  nine  children  their  son 
Joseph,  born  December  21,  1725.  interests  us 
most.  He  was  grandfather  to  Nancy  Hanks, 
who  married  Thomas  Lincoln,  June  12,  iSoO, 
and  became  on  Sunday,  Eebruary  12,  1809, 
the  mother  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 

Now,  having  settled  the  geography  and  dis- 
covered the  Hanks  family  living  in  close  con- 
tact with  the  Lees,  and  having  traced  the 
Hanks  line  down  to  .Abraham  Lincoln,  let  us 
go  back  again  to  the  grand  old  lady  Elizabeth 
Taylor,  whom  we  found,  at  the  beginning  of 
our  story,  signing  her  will.  We  remember 
that  she  had  two  daughters  and  that  one  of 
these  daughters,  Dorothy,  married  a  man 
named  William  Lee  and  had  by  this  marriage  a 
son  named  William,  who  was  the  only  grandson 
mentioned  in  the  will.  He  was  appointed  her 
executor  and  her  residuary  legatee.  His  four 
children  were  likewise  the  only  great-grand- 
,  children  named  in  the  old  lady's  will.   To  her 


great-granddaughter,  Betty  Lee,  she  left  her 
bed- rug-blanket,  three  pairs  of  sheets,  her 
pra>'er-book,  one  cow  and  calf,  one  ewe  and 
lamb,  one  pewter  basin,  her  Great  Trunk,  her 
long-handled  pot-ladle  and  frying-pan,  her 
little  salt  cellar,  and  her  looking-glass.  Betty 
was  her  namesake  and  fared  best  in  the  old 
lady's  will. 

To  William  Lee's  other  two  daughters,  .\nn 
and  Sarah,  she  gave  each  a  cow  and  calf,  a  ewe 
and  lamb,  a  small  trunk,  and  a  pewter  basin. 

To  William's  son,  Richard  Lee,  she  be- 
queathed her  Great  Chest,  and  evidently  there 
was  a  considerable  estate  which  William  Lee 
inherited  as  residuary  legatee. 

William  Lee  died  in  1764,  seventeen  years 
after  the  death  of  his  grandmother.  In  all 
those  seventeen  years  he  had  not  linally  settled 
her  estate.  If  he  had  done  so,  we  might  never 
have  come  into  possession  of  the  interesting 
information  which  connects  Lincoln  with  the 
l.ee^.  .\s  it  was.  each  of  William  l.re's  three 
li\-ing  gnuidchildrcii  (Sarah  apiiareiUly  li.ul 
(lied)  «';is  jneiitioned  in  the  set)  Icmeiil  oi  \\  il 
liam's  own  estate  as  entitled  to  sums  >iill  tlue 
them  under  the  will  of  their  great-grandmother, 
Elizabeth  Taylor.  To  Richard  Lee,  one  of  the 
graiulchildren,  was  payable  four  shillings, 
lietsy  Lee  and  Ann  Lee  did  not  recei\e  their 
inheiitance  directly;  /'/  was  paid  for  tluni  to 
l/ifir  husbands,  who  arc  named  in  the  ai  fiiaiilini^ 
of  the  administrators,  Tliomas  IIanl;s  and  Ju^rph 
Hanks.  These  two  young  men,  cousins,  mar- 
ried the  two  Lee  girls,  as  we  discover  through 
these  ancient  wills  and  reports  to  the  probate 
court  and  probably  never  should  have  disco\  - 
ered  otherwise.  And  Ann  Lee,  by  her  marriage 
to  Joseph  Hanks,  became  President  Lincoln's 
great-grandmother. 

In  my  hunt  through  musty  records  in  the 
courthouses  and  garrets  of  X'irginia,  Kentucky, 
Indiana,  and  Illinois — all  the  places  where  the 
Lincolns  li\  ed — as  well  as  in  England,  whence 
both  the  Lincoln  and  the  Hanks  ancestors 
came.  I  have  encountered  other  side-lights  on 
the  history  of  our  ancestors  whicli  have  their 
own  special  interest.  We  think,  for  instance,  of 
the  Puritans  of  New  England  as  far  removed 
from  the  Cavaliers  of  Virginia;  but  how  man\ 
of  us  know  that  not  a  few  of  those  same  Puri 
tans  went  South  and  mingled  their  blood  with 
that  of  the  hrst  families  of  X'irginia? 

.-V  number  of  Massachusetts  folks  of  the 
second  generation,  finding  the  winters  cruell\ 
severe  and  possibly  not  entirely  enjoying  all 
the  features  of  Puritan  discipline,  left  the  Old 
Bay  State  and  founded  new  homes  in  \  irginia. 
There  they  left  their  family  names  of  Hrough- 
ton.  Lord,  Dewey,  Smalley,  Sturgis,  and  Wash- 
burn. Not  only  so,  but  the  Virginia  girls  began 
to  be  named  Prudence,  Patience,  and  Tem- 
perance, with  a  sprinkling  of  Priscillas!  Colonel 
Isaac  .Vllerton  of  Plymouth,  whose  father  was 
Isaac  AUerton  of  the  Mayflower  and  whose 
mother  was  Fear,  daughter  of  Elder  Brewster 
of  Plymouth,  moved  in  and  made  his  home 
among  the  Lees.  His  daughter,  Sarah  .\llerton, 
became  the  second  wife  of  Colonel  Richard 
Lee's  son,  Hancock.  Perhaps,  if  we  knew  all 
the  maternal  lines,  we  should  tlnd  that  both 


who  had  a  son  William,  came  the  William  Lee 
of  our  story. 

I  ha\'e  answered  the  question  with  which 
this  article  began,  Was  Lincoln  a  Lee?  He 
was  a  Lee,  a  lineal  descendant  of  William  Lee 
and  his  wife  Dorothy  Taylor,  through  their 
eldest  son,  William  Lee,  Jr.,  who  was  born 
May  14,  1704,  and  died  at  the  age  of  si.\ty,  in 
1704.  Their  daughter,  Ann  Lee,  who  married 
Joseph  Hanks,  was  President  Lincoln's  great- 
grandmother. 

Here  we  might  stop,  for  no  record  that  as 
yet  has  been  disco\ered  enables  us  to  disen- 
tangle the  older  William  Lee  from  cousins  and 
uncles  and  nephews  of  the  same  name  and  so 
justify  us  in  declaring  whose  son  he  was.  So 
this  is  as  far  as  I  go  in  direct  assertion:  Lincoln 
was  a  Lee. 

But  I  am  willing  to  go  further  in  an  opinion, 
which  has  a  very  high  degree  of  probability 
merely  stipulating  that  if  any  uncertainty  at- 
taches to  this  ]K)rtion  of  the  article,  it  shall  not 
be  carried  back  into  what  has  preceded. 

It  is  my  confident  belief  that  the  family  of 
Lees  from  which  .Abraham  Lincoln  was  de- 
scended was  the  same  family  from  which 
Robert  E.  Lee  was  descended,  both  men  being 
descendants  of  old  Colonel  Richard  Lee.  This 
opinion  I  advance  as  a  probability,  and  these 
are  my  reasons: 

First,  while  there  were  three  original  immi- 
grants named  William  Lee,  the  dates  of  their 
arri\-als  and  the  locations  of  their  land-warrants 
make  it  clear  that  no  one  of  them  was  the 
William  Lee  who  married  Dorothy  Taylor. 
These  William  Lees,  therefore,  must  be  elim- 
inated. 

Second,  the  \\'illiam  Lee  whose  children 
were  born  about  once  in  two  >ears,  from  1704 
to  I  71 1,  if  married  to  Dorothy  Taylor  about 
1702,  must  base  been  born,  at  the  latest,  --oon 
after  Bacon's  kebelHon,  ja^l  at  the  time  wlit-n 

into  the  nurthcni  iic.  k.  I'lu-y  were  not  tlie 
iinl\-  Lee.-.,  but  ,ilnio>t  the  onK  white  people 
of  any  name,  there.  The  Lee^  were  literally 
the  Irrst  settlers. 

Third,  the  marriage  of  William  Fee  to  a 
daughter  of  the  Taylor-Tayloe  family  indicates 
something  of  the  xicial  standing  of  that  famil\-, 
and  there  was  ju>t  one  such  Fee  famil\'  at  the 
time  in  that  immediate  vicinity. 


Finally,  the  descendants  of  Colonel  Richard 
Lee  had  a  notable  and  very  small  group  of 
Christian  names.  Richard  was  the  lirst  favor- 
ite, and  after  that  there  was  in  almost  every 
strain  of  the  old  Colonel's  descendants,  as  a 
distinguishing  mark,  a  group  of  Williams, 
Henrys,  Charleses,  and  Johns.  The  two  names 
of  the  famous  general  are  marked  exceptions, 
and  for  this  reason:  his  mother,  Ann  Flill 
Carter,  was  a  second  wife  of  the  general's 
father,  and  the  ordinary  Lee  names  had  been 
used  on  the  sons  of  her  predecessor,  so  she 
named  her  own  lirst  baby  with  two  Carter 
names,  Robert  ICdward.  But  there  were  no 
Roberts  or  Edwards  among  his  American  Lee 
ancestors;  he  was  descended  from  three  Henrys 
and  two  Richards. 

Of  the  Lee  family  from  which  President 
Lincoln  came,  we  know  the  names  of  the  sons, 
or  at  least  of  some  of  the  sons,  of  three  suc- 
cessive generations,  and  we  find  the  recurrence 
of  four  or  live  of  these  same  live  names:  Rich- 
ard, William,  Henry,  Charles,  and  John,  and 
no  others!  William  Lee,  husband  of  Dorothy 
Taylor,  had  one  brother,  whose  name  was 
Richard.  He  had  four  sons:  William,  Charles, 
Richard,  and  John.  Had  he  had  a  lifth  son, 
his  name  almost  automatically  would  have 
been  Henry.  And  William  Lee,  Jr.,  had  one 
son,  and  his  name  was  Richard.  In  every  one 
of  these  three  successive  generations  we  have  a 
Richard  Lee.  Can  any  one  doubt  that  these 
were  descendants  of  Colonel  Richard  Lee? 

I  call  this  an  opinion  of  my  own,  and  I  am 
using  conservative  language.  But  whose  else 
descendants  could  they  have  been?  No  one's, 
so  far  as  we  know. 

Robert  Lee  was  born  January  iq,  1807. 
His  father  was  the  brilliant  and  improvident 
"Light-Horse  IIarr\-."  His  mother  was  of  the 
proud  .--tock  of  "King  Carter."  .\  little  more 
than  two  \  ears  later,  on  Februar\-  12,  iSog,  in 
Kentucky  late  a  .  junty  of  Virginia,  in  a  log  1 
cabin.  .Vbraham  Lincoln  was  born.  His  lather  ■ 
was  tlu-  good  natiired  and  almost  impecunious  ! 
Tom  Lincoln,  and  hi-,  mother  the  gentle  and  | 
intelligent  Nancy  Hanks.  ^\ll  were  native  | 
\'irginians.  .\nd  Nanc\',  as  this  story  shows,  j 
was  a  descendant,  not  of  a  "second"  or  "undis- 
tinguished" familw  as  .Vbraham  Lincoln  sup- 
posed, but  had  in  her  \  eins  the  proud  blood  of 
the  Lees. 
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«80  MM  ON  ONGOLN  FINOS 
jyl  WASRELATEDTO  LEE  FlILY 

Dr.  Barton  Ti-aces  Old  Records  to  Prove  William  Lee's 
Daughter  Married  Joseph  Hanks  Who  Was 
^nceqtor  of  Nancy  ^  ^   ^     ^  ^ 

second  "\Villiau\  had  a  daughter,  Ann, 
who  married  one  Joseph  Hanks,  own- 
er of  estates  contiguous  to  the  Leo 
Plantation.  And  Ann  Lee  Hanks  was 
tlie  great-grandmother  of  Nancy 
Hanks,  "who  married  Tliomas  Lin- 
coln, June  12,  ISOfi,  and  became  on 
Sunday,  February  12,  1809,  the  mother 
of  Abraham  Lincoln. 

It  is  not  strange  that  this  informa- 
tion should  have  remained  hidden  for 
two  generations  after  the  deaths  oi' 
both  the  men  it  concerns  since  nei- 
ther was  hiinstlf  aware  of  the  blooil 
ties  that  bound  him  to  his  respectad 
enemy,  says  Dr.  Barton. 

"Abraham  Lincoln  declared  himself 
to  have  descondid  from  two  of  wha' 
he  called  'second'  or  'undistinguished' 
families  of  Virginia.  Of  his  ancestry 
on  the  Hanks  side  he  professed  littl  ■ 
knowledge  and  was  disinclined  to 
discuss  it.  He  probably  did  not  knovv- 
from  what  county  his  mother's  people 
came." 

But  that  Hanks  ancestry,  of  which 
Lincoln  knew  little  and  apparently 
cared  less,  was  one  of  the  proudest 
lineages  in  America,  even  apart  from 
its  connection  with  the  Lees.  It  goes 
back  to  Thomas  Hanks,  a  Cromwell 
adherent,  who  fled  England  in  161:^ 
and  settled  in  Virginia  on  land  ad- 
joining that  of  Col.  Lee  an  ardent 
supporter  of  King  Charles  I.  "The 
loyalist  ancestor  of  Robert  E.  Lee 
and  the  rebel  ancestor  of  Abraham 
Lincoln  were  next-plantation  neigh- 
bors in  Gloucester  county." 

The  author  draws  another  conclu- 
sion of  large  historical  interest  fro-n 
his  Lincoln-Lee  researches. 

"We  think,"  he  says,  "of  the  Puri- 
tans of  New  Eng.land  as  far  removed 
from  the  Cavaliers  of  Virginia;  but 
how  many  of  us  know  that  not  a  few 
of  those  same  Puritans  went  South 
and  mingled  their  blood  with  that  of 
the  lirst  families  of  Virginia.  Perhaps, 
if  we  knew  all  the  maternal  lines,  we 
should  find  that  Loth  Robert  E.  Lee 
and  Abraham  Lincoln  were  Mayflow- 
er descendants." 

For,  he  demonstrates,  "Col.  Isaac 
■,Vllc  r*oii.  of  '"'    ■   .  Jh,  whose  father 


Abraham  Lincoln  -was  a  descend- 
ant of  the  famous  Lee  family  of  Vir- 
ginia and  was  directly  related  to  the 
man  with  whom  he  contested  the 
fate  of  the  nation,  Gen.  Robert  E. 
Lee. 

Lincoln  was  not,  as  popular  belief 
would  have  him,  the  product  of  un- 
distinguished progenitors.  Though 
born  in  a  log  cabin,  he  was  but  tw;j 
generations  removed  from  the  state- 
ly mansions  of  one  of  the  proudest 
names  in  early  American  history. 

These  statements,  upsetting  some 
of  the  most  deep-seated  of  American 
traditions,  are  the  result  of  careful 
research  conducted,  by  Dr.  William  E. 
Barton  of  Fo.xboro,  an  able  geneolo- 
gist  and  one  of  the  best  known  au- 
thorities on  Lincoln.  They  are  pub 
lished  for  the  first  time  in  Good 
Housekeeping  magiazine  for  January. 

Dr.  Barton,  who  Is,  incidentally,  the 
father  of  Bruce  Barton  and  the  author 
of  five  widely  read  works  on  Lincoln, 
traces  the  descent  of  both  the  presi- 
dent and  the  general  in  a  direct  linp 
hack  to  Col.  Richard  Lee,  one  of  the 
earliest  of  American  aristocrats. 

"I  am  about  to  show,  and  for  the 
first  time,"  he  writes,  "that  Abraham 
Lincoln  sprang  from  the  family  stock 
that  gave  to  the  South  and  the  na- 
tion some  of  its  greatest  and.  mos: 
aristocratic  names.  There  has  beer, 
romancing  enough.  This  is  a  plain  and 
truthful  tale." 

To  establish  this  "plain  and  truth- 
ful tale"  Dr.  Barton  spent  years  ex- 
amining documents  in  musty,  forgot- 
ten files  In  old  Virginia,  whence  the 
Lees  and  Lincolns  came.  Old  marriage 
records,  dating  back  to  the  first  days 
of  the  colonies,  records  of  wills  and 
property  transfers  were  carefully 
conned  and  sifted  for  a  period  of 
years.  And  now  the  blood-relation  of 
these  two  men,  who  wore  thought  to 
have  nothing  in  common  but  their 
hold  on  the  love  of  their  countrymen, 
is  revealed. 

Col.  Richard  Lee.  canie  to  America 
from  England  in  1142.  He  had  a  son. 
Richard  Lee,  through  whom  the  des- 
«^e>nt-  passed  in  a  direct  i.nale  line  to 
the  famous  general  of  the  Confeder- 
ate forces. 

But  Col.  Richard  Lee  had  another 
son,  whose  name  is  not  recorded,  and 
that  son  was  named  William.  This  Wil- 
liam Lee  had  many  sons,  and  one  of 
them  was  named  William,  also.  This 


^>as-  Isaac  AlI*rton'*'of  the  Mayflower, 
moved  South  and  made  his  home 
among  the  Lees.  His  daughter,  Sarah 
Allerton,  bfcame  the  second  wife  ol 
Colonel  Richard  Lee's  son,  Hancock.  " 

It  was  from  Col.  Richard  Lee  that 
both  Abraham  Lincoln  and  Robert  ]•?. 
Lee  were  descended. 
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/Lincoln  and  Robert 

E.  Lee  Descended 
/    Frj^m  Same  Ancestry 

ViWi^ffiiam  Liucolu  was  a  descend- 
ant of  the  famous  Lee  family  of  Vir- 
ginia and  was  directly  related  to  the 
man  with  whom  he  contested  the  fate 
of  the  nation,  General  Robert  E.  Lee. 

Lincioln  was  not,  as  popular  belief 
would  haA'e  him,  the  product  of  uudis-  i 
cinguished  progenitors.  Though  '  born  ! 
in  a  log  cabin,  he  was  but  two  gener-  \ 
itions  removed  from  the  stately  man- , 
sions  of  one  of  the  proudest  names  in  ' 
early  America  hnisLory.  i 

These  statements,  upsetting  some  of 
the  most  deep-seated  of  American  tra- 
ditions, are  the  result  of  careful  re- 
search conducted  by  Dr.  William  E. 
Barton,  an  able  geneologist  and  one  of 
ihe  best  Itnown  authorities  on  Lin- 
coln. They  are  published  for  the  first 
tims  in  Good  Housekeeping  magazine 
for  January. 

Mr.  Barton,  who  is,  incidentally,  the 
father  of  Bruce  Barton  and  the  author 
of  five  widely  read  works  on  Lincoln, 
traces  the  descent  of  both  the  presi- 
dent and  the  general  In  a  direct  line 
back  to  Col.  Richard  Lee,  one  of  the 
earliest  of  American  aristocrats. 

"I  am  about  to  show,  and  for  the 
first  time,"  he  writes,  "that  Abraham 
Lincoln  sprang  fi-om  the  family  stock 
that  gave  to  the  South  and  the  nation 
some  of  its  greatest  and  most  aristo- 
cratic names.  There  has  been  ro- 
mancing enough.  This  is  a  plain  and 
truthful  tale." 

To  establish  this  "plain  and  truth- 
ful tale"  Mr.  Barton  '  spent  years  ex- 


ten  flies  in  old  Virginia,  whence  the 
Lees  and  Lincolns  came.  Old  mar- 
riage records,  dating  back  to  the  first 
days  of  the  colonies,  records  of  wills 
and  property  transfers  were  carefully 
conned  and  sifted  for  a  period  of 
years.  And  now  the  blood-relation 
of  these  two  men,  who  were  thought 
to  have  nothing  in  common  but  their 
hold  on  the  love  of  their  countrymen, 
is  revealed. 

Col.  Richard  Lee  came  to  America 
from  England  in  1642.  He  had  a  son, 
Richard  Lee,  through  whom  the  de- 
scent passed  in  a  direct  male  line  to 
the  famous  general  of  the  Confederate 
forces. 

But  Col.  Richard  Lee  had  another 
son,  whose  name  is  not  recorded,  and 
that  son  named  William.  This  William 
Lee  had  many  sons,  and  one  of  them 
was  named  William,  also.  This  sec- 
ond William  had  a  daughter,  Ann, 
who  married  one  Joseph  Hanks,  own- 
er of  estates  contiguous  to  the  Lec 
plantation.  And  Ann  Lee  Hanks  was 
the  great  grandmother  of  Nancy 
Uauks.  "who  married  Thomas  Lin- 
coln, June  12,  1806  and  became  "  on 
Sunday,  February  12,  1809,  the  moth- 
er of  Abraham  Lincoln. 

It  is  not  strange  that  this  informa- 
tion should  have  remained  hidden  for 
(.wo  generations  after  the  deaths  of 
lK)th  the  men  it  concerns  since  neith- 
er was  himself  awn  re  of  the  blood  ties 
that  bound  him  to  his  respected  enemy 
Eiays  Dr.  Barton. 

"Abraham  Lincoln  declared  himself 
to  have  descended  from  two  of  what 
he  called  'second'  or  'undistinguished'  , 
.families  of  Virginia.  Of  his  ancestry 
on  the  Hanks  side  he  possessed  little 
knowledge  and  was  disinclined  to  dis- 
cuss it.  He  probably  did  not  kno^Y 
■from  what  country  his  mother's  people 
came." 

But  that  Hanks  ancestry,  of  which 
Lincoln  knew  little  and  apparently 
cared  less,  -nias  one  of  the  proudest 
lineages  in  America,  even  apart  from 
its  connection  with  the  Leea.  It  goes 
back  to  Thomas  Hanks,  a  Cromwell 
adherent,  who  fled  England  in  1643 
and  settled  in  Virginia  on  land  ad- 
joining that  of  Col.  Lee  an  ardent  sup- 
porter of  King  Charles  I.  "The  loy- 
alist ancestor  of  Robert  E.  Lee  and 
the  rebel  ancestor  of  Abraham  Lin- 
coln were  next  p-tintation  neighbors 
in  Gloucester  County." 

The  Good     HouEc!;ceying  author 


draws  another  conclusion  of  large  his- 
torical interest  from  his  Lincoln-Lee 
researches. 

"We  think,"  he  says  "of  the  Puri- 
tans of  New  England  as  far  removed 
from  the  Cavaliers  of  Virginia;  but 
how  many  of  us  know  that  not  a  few 
of  those  same  Puritans  went  South 
and  mingled  their  blood  with  thai 
of  the  first  families  of  Virginia.  P 
haps,  if  we  know  all  the  matenfel 
lines,  we  should  find  that  botli  Rjpert 
E.  Lee  and  Abraham  Lincoln^wero 
Mayflower  descendants." 
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LINCOLN'S  BLOOD 


humble  and  downstroddei 
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first  families  of  Virginia— tlje  fa- 
mnug  Lees—mifaJeas— according  to 
Dr.  W:iliam  E.  Barton,  famo 
authority  on  Lincoln,  in  aa  arj,' 
in  the  January 
Housekeeping. 

Nancy  Hank.s  Lincoln's  mother, 
was  a  great-great  granddaughter 
of  Col.  Eichard  Lee,  who  came! 
to  Virginia  from  England  in  1642, 
sav-  Dr.  Barton.  Tlus  Col.  Lee, 
inci  ntally,  was  an  ancester  of 
I.  Robert  E.  Lee  of  the  South- 
Confederacy,  GO  that — if  Dr. 
Barton's  researches  are  correct — 
Lincoln  and  Lee.  opponents  in  the 
gi-eatest  struggle  the  New  World 
ever  saw,  were  blood  relations. 

All  of  this  is  highly  interesting. 
It  will  be  particularly  comfort- 
ing to  the  great  race  of  snobs. 
Those  folk  who  believe,  in  spite  of 
modern  psychology,  that  "blood 
will  tell,"  will  be  vastly  relieved.  | 
Every  spark'  of  greatness  that 
Lincoln  ever  exhibited  v/ill  here- 
after be  accredited,  by  them,  to 
the  fact  that  the  blood  of  the 
Lees  flowed  in  his  veins.  The 
story  of  Lincoln,  which  is  by  all 
odds"  the  most  moving  story  Amer- 
ica has  yet  produced,  thus  gets 
a  regular  musical  comedy  happy 
ending. 

Not  that  Dr.  Bai-ton  isn  t  to  bo 
commended  for  his  researches. 
Every  scrap  of  knowledge  that 
v.e  can  get  about  Lincoln  is  val- 
uable, and  if  he  really  was  de- 
scended from  the  famous  Lee 
family,  it  is  well  to  know  it.  But 
it  is  distressing  to  think  of  the 
reinforcement  this  will  be  to  those 
people  who  cling  to  the  ancient 
belief  that  birth  and  ancestry  are 
important.  . 

The  present  age,  for  all  its  cur- 
rent pessimism,  probably  will  be 
recognized  eventually  as  the  be- 
ginning of  a  great  new  age  of 
hope.  Scientists  are  learnmgmore 
about  the  human  race,  and  are 
beginning  to  see  that  men  are, 
after  all,  bom  equal;  that  one  £ 
ancestry,  either  immediate  or  re- 
mote, -lake  little  or  no  differ- 
equal.  The  very  great  obstacles 
not  carry  in  his  blood  the  seeds 
of  crime,  any  more  ihan  the  son 
of  a  minister  is  endowed  at  birth 
with  an  inborr  propensity  to  holi- 
ness. In  the  crcAX-  we  are  all 
equla.  The  ve'-y  gr.at  obstacles 
to  equaUty  that  remain— drffer- 
ences  in  environment  wealth  and 
early  training — can  be  removed 
"f  we  set  ourselves  to  it. 

No  more  hopeful  discovery  than 
this  was  ever  made.  _ 

Yet,  in  the  face  of  all  this,  there 
are  people  who  will  be  somehow 
relieved  to  learn  that  Abraham 
Lincoln  did  not  spring  from  name- 
less ancestors.  He  came  from  the 
Lees— ah,  that  explains  him. 

Well,  they  don't  matter  great- 
ly, after  all.  The  fact  is  inte 
esling,  to  be  sure;  but  it  is>  n  t 
very  important.  The  main  tliir  ; 
is  what  Lincoln  was  and  did,  at  i 
not  the  identity  of  his  matem  1 
grandfather  three  times  remove 

" — Rarber  
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LINCOLN'S  BLUE  BLbo^. 
Far  Ji:om_J3eiBg--«ie-^prin8;-'of  humble 
and  downti-o^den  ancestors.  Graham  Lin- 
coln was  a  direct  descendtmt  of  one  of  the 
first  families  of  V]-rginia— the  famous  Lees, 
no Jess— according  to  Dr.  William  E.  Barton, 
failous  authority  on  Lincoln,  in  an  article 
in  the  January  issue  of  Good  Housekeeping. 
JSancy  Hanks,  Lincoln's  mother,  was  a 
.  gi-eat-gif*at  granddaughter  of  Col.  Richard 
Lee,  who  came  to  Virginia  from  England  in 
1642,  says  Dr.  Barton.  This  Col.  Lee,  inci- 
dentally, was  an  ancestor  of  Gen.  Robert  E. 
Lee  of  the  Southern  Confederacy,  so  that — if 
Dr.  Barton's  researches  are  correct— Lincoln 
and  Lee,  opponents  in  the  greatest  struggle 
the  New  World  ever  saw,  were  blood  rela- 
tions. 

All  of  this  is  highly  interesting.  It  will  be 
particularly  comforting  to  the  great  race  of 
snobs.  Those  folk  who  believe,  in  spite  of 
modern  psychology,  that  ■'blood  will  tell," 
will  be  vastly  relieved.  Every  spark  of  great- 
ness that  Lincoln  ever  exhibited  will  "here- 
after be  accredited,  by  them,  to  the  fact  that 
the  blood  of  the  Lees  flowed  in  his  veins.  The 
story  of  Lincoln,  which  is  by  all  odds  the  most 
moving  story  America  has  yet  produced,  thus 
gets  a  regular  musical  comedy  happy  ending. 

Not  that  Dr.  Barton  isn't  to  be  commend- 
ed for  his  researches.  Every  scrap  of  know- 
ledge that  we  can  get  about  Lincoln  is  valu- 
able, and  if  he  really  was  descended  from  the 
famous  Lee  family,  it  is  well  to  know  it.  But 
it  is  distressing  to  think  of  the  reinforcement 
this  will  be  to  those  people  who  cling  to  the 
ancient  belief  that  birth  and  ancestry  are 
important. 

"The  present  age,  for  all  its  current  pessi- 
mism probably  will  be  recognized  eventually 
as  the  beginning  of  a  great  new  age  of  hope. 
Scientists  are  learning  more  about  the  hu- 
man race,  and  are  beginning  to  see  that  men 
are,  after  all,  born  equal ;  that  one's  ancestry, 
either  immediate  or  remote,  makes  little  or 
no  difference.  The  son  of  a  burglar  does  not 
.  carry  in  his  blood  the  seeds  of  crime,  any  more 
than  the  son  of  a  minister  is  endowed  at  birth 
with  an  inborn  propensity  to  holiness.  In  the  ; 
crade  ws  are  all  equal.  The  very  great  ob- 
stacles to  equality  that  remain — differences 
in  environment,  wealth  and  early  training — 
can  be  removed  if  we  set  ourselves  to  it. 

No  more  hopeful  discovery  than  this  was  ' 
ever  made. 

Yet,  in  the  face  of  all  this,  there  are  people 
who  will  be  somehow  relieved  to  learn  that 
Abraham  Lincoln  did  not  spring  from  nam.e- 
less  ancestors.  He  came  from  the  Lees — ah, 
thft  explains  him. 

Well,  they  don't  matter  greatly,  after  all. 
The  fact  is  interesting,  to  be  pure;  but  it  is: 
not  very  important.  The  main  thing  is  what 
Lincoln  was  and  did,  and  not  the  identity  of 
his  maternal  grandfather  three  times  remov- 
ed. 


LINCOLN'S  .«£UE  BLOOV- 

J   

FAil  from  being  thSrxiffspring  of  humble  and  down- 
rodden  ancestoi^s,  Abraham  Lincoli/  was  a  direct 
descendant  of  on?  of  the  first St^Jiiiirts  of  Virginia— the 
lamJfisl^s,  no  less— according  to  Dr.  William  E.  Bar- 
ton, famous  authority  on  Lincoln,  m  an  article  in  the 
Janut^ry  issue  of  Good  Housekeeping. 

Nancy  Hanks,  Lincoln'3  mother,  was  a  great-great  | 
granddaughter  of  Col  Richard  Lee,  who  came  to  Vir- 
ginia, from  England  in  1C42,  says  Dr.  Barton.  This  Col. 
Lee.  incidentally,  was  an  ancestor  of  General  Robert  E. 
Lee  of  the  Southern  Confederacy,  so  that— if  Dr.  Ear- 
. ton's  researches  are  correct — Lincoln  and  Lee,  opponents 
in  the  greatest  struggle  the  New  World  over  saw,  were 
blood,-  relations. 

All  of  this  is  highly  interesting.  It  will  be  particularly 
comforting  to  the  great  race  of  snobs.  Those  folk;  who 
believe,  in  spite  of  modern  psychology  that  "blood  will 
tell,"  will  be  vastly  relieved.  Every  spark  of  greatness 
that  Lincoln  exer  exhibited  will  here  after  be  accredited, 
by  them,  to  the  fact  that  the  blood  of  the  Lees  flowed 
in  his  veins.  The  story  of  Lincoln,  which  is  by  all  odds 
Ihe  most  moving-  storj'  America  ha;;  yet  produced,  thu.:> 
Cets  a  regular  musical  comedy  happy  ending. 

Not  that  Dr.  Barton  isn't  to  be  commended  for  hi.u 
researches.  Every  scrap  of  knowledge  that  we  can  gei 
about  Lincoln  is  valuable,  and  if  he  really  was  descend- 
ed from  the  famous  Lee  family,  it  1,5  well  to  know  it. 
But  it  is  distressing  to  think  of  the  reinforcement  this 
will  be  to  those  people  who  cling  to  the  ancient  belief 
that 'birth  and  anccsry  are  important. 

The  present  age,  for  all  ils^ current  pessimism,  probably 
will  be  recognized  eventually  as  the  beginning  of  a  great 
new  age  of  hope.  Scientists  are  learning  more  about  the 
human  race,  and  are  beginning  to  see  that  men  are, 
after  all,  bom  equal;  that  one's  ancestry,  either  imme- 
diate or  remote,  makes  little  or  no  difference.  The  son 
of  a  burglar  does  not  carry  in  his  blcod  the  seeds  of 
crime,  any  more  than  the  son  of  a  minister  is  endowed 
ai  brith  with  an  inborn  propensity  to  holiness.  In  tns 
cradle  we  are  all  equal .  The  very  great  obstacles  to 
equality ,  that  remain— differences  in  environment,  wealth 
and  early  training— can  be  removed  if  we  set  ourselves 
to  it.  ' 
No  more  hopeful  discovery  than  this  was  ever  made. 
Yet,  in  the  face  of  all  this,  there  are  people  who  will 
bo  somehow  relieved  to  iearn  that  Abraham  Lincoln  did 
not  .spring  from  nameless  ancestors.  He  came  from  the 
Lees— ah,  that  explains  him. 

Well,  they  don't  matter  greatly,  after  all.  The  fact  is 
interesting  to  be  sure;  but  it  is  not  very  important.  The 
main  thing  is  what  Lincoln  v/as  and  did,  and  not  the 
identity  of  his  maternal  grandfather  three  times  re- 
moved,   i       ^  y 
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Civil  War  President  And  South- 
ern Genoral  Shown  to  Have  _ 
'  Been  Related 

Abralidin  Liiu-oln  wa.s  ii  dPoCfTiU- 
tuiL  or  Lho  l;iiij0iis  Leo  l-.uiiily  el  | 
Vii'gunu,  Lihd  vous  direeLly  i-i-i.iUid  lo 
the  man'  wiLli  whom  he  contested 
the  fate  of  the  nation,  Cenenil  Rob- 
ert E.  Lee. 

Lincoln  was  not,  as  popular  beliel' 
would  have  him,  the  product  of  un- 
distinguished progenitors.  Though 
born  in  a  log  cabzin,  he  was  but 
two  generations  removed  from  the 
stately  man.sions  of  one  of  the 
proudest  names  in  early  American 
histoid- 

These  stateiuonls, "upsetting  .sonic 
or  the  mo.st  dc-ep-.seated  of  Ajneri- 
can  traditions,  are  tlie  result  ol' 
careful  I'esearch  conducted  by  Dr. 
William  E.  Barton,  an  able  geneol- 
ogist  and  one  of  the  best  known 
authorities  on  Lincoln.  They  arc 
published  for  the  first  tiine  in  Good 
Housekeeping  magazine  for  Jan- 
vary. 

Mr.  Barton  who  is,  incidentally, 
the  father  of  Bruce  Barton  and  the 
author  of  five  widely  read  works  on 
Lincoln,  traces  the  descent  of  both 
the  president  and  the  general  in  a 
direct  line  back  to  Col,  Richard  Lee, 
■  one  of  the  earliest  of  American 
ari.stocrats. 

Documentary  Proof 
"I  am  about  to  .show  and  for  the 
first  time,"  he  writes,  "that"  Abraham 
Lincoln  sprang  from  the  family 
•stock  that  gave  to  the  South  and 
the  nation  some  of  its  greatest  and 
most  aristocratic  names.  There  has 
been  romanicing  enough.  This  is 
a  plain  and  trutliful  tale." 

To  establish  this  "plain  and  truth-  i 
ful  tale"  Mr.  Barton  .spent  years  ex-  ■ 
amining  documents  in  musty,  for-  i 
gotten  files  in  old  Vn-ginia,  whence  i 
the  Lees  and  Lincolns  came.  Old  ' 
marriage  records,  dating  back  to  the  i 
first  days  of  the  colonies,  records  of  ' 
Avills  and  property  transfers  were  ' 
carefully  conned  and  sifted  for  a  f 
pcriod  of  years.  And  now  the  blood-  1 
relation  of  these  two  men,  who  were  ■' 
thought  to  have  nothing  in  conunnn 
but  their  hold  on  the  love  of  their 


Col.  Richard  Lee,  the  article 
shows,  came  to  America  fj  om  Eng-,  ] 
land  in  1G42.  He  liad  a  son.  Rich-  \ 
ard  Lee,  thruu[;li  Vvhojn  tlie  descent  • 
pa.ssed  in  a  dirt.'ct  iii:i.le  line  to  tlie  ' 
famous  general  of  Die  Confc.'derutc  ■ 
lorees. 

But  Col.  Ricliai-d  Leo  liad  another 
son,  whose  nauie  is  not  recorded, 
and  that  .son  nanuii.1  William.    This  | 
Williar.i  T'C:  had  many  sons,  and  one  ' 
of  them  named    William,  also.  ' 

This  .second  William  Jiad  a  daugh- 
ter, Ann,  who  married  one  Josepli  J 
Hanks,  owner  cf  p.sLaLe.s  conti.^uous  • 
to  the  Lcc  planl:itioi!.     And  Ann 
Lee  Hanks    was    the    groat-grand-  J 
mother  of  Nancy  Haxiks,  "who  mar- :  . 
ried  Tliomas  Lincoln,  JuJie  12.  1806,  , 
and  became  on  Sunday,  T'ebruary  12,  ^ 
1809,  the  mother  of  Abraliam  Lin-  j 
coin.  J, 
Lincoln  Didn't  Know  \. 
It  is  not  stran.ge  that  this  in-  ^ 
formation    sliould    Jiavo    remained  ;'. 
hidden  for  two  generations  after  the  \. 
deaths  of  both  the  men  it  concerns  ^ 
since  neither  v/as  himself  aware  of  i  j 
the  blood  ties  that  bound  him  to  ^. 
his  respected  enemy,  says  Dr.  Bar-  (,i 
ton.  '  1 

"Abraham  Lincoln  declared-  him-  ^ 
self  to  have  descended  from  two  of  ^ 
what  he  called  'second'  or  'undistin- 
guished' families  of  Virginia.  Of  his  - 
ancestry  on  the  Hanks  side  he  pos-  j 
sessed  little  knowledge  and  was  dis-  | 
inclined  to  discus.s  it.  He  probably  * 
did  not  know  from  what  county  his 
mother's  people  came." 

But  tliat  Hanks  ancestry,  of  which 
Lincoln  knew  little  and  apparently 
cared  less,  was  one  of  the  proudest 
lineages  in  America,  even  apart  f 
from  its  connection  with  the  Lees. 
It  goes  back  to  Thomas  I-Ianks.  a 
Cromwell  adherent,  who  fled  Eng- 
land in  1643  and  settled  in  Virginia 
.  on  land  adjoining  that  of  Col.  Lee 
an  ardent  supporter  of  King  Charles 
I.  "-The  loyaUst  ancestor  of  Roberr 
E.  ,Lee  and  the  rebel  ancestor  of 
Abraham  Lincoln  were,  next-planta- 
tion 'neighbors  in  Gloucester  coun- 
ty.'-' 

Were  Mayflower  Stock? 

The  author  draw.s  another  conr 
cUusion  of  large  historical  interest  i 
from-  his  Lincoln-Lee  re.searches. 

"We  think,"  he  says,  "of  the  Puri-  ' 
tans  of  New  England   as  far  re- 
moved from  the  Cavaliers  of  Vir-  ' 
ginia;  but  how  many  of  us  know 
tliat  not  a  few  of  those  same  Puri-  ' 
tans  went  South  and  mingled  their 
blood  with  that  of  the  first  families  ' 
of  Virginia.  Perhaps,  if  we  knew  all  |^ 
the  ■maternal  Unes,  we  should  find 
that  both  Robert  E.  Lee  and  Abra-  ^ 
ham  Lincoln  were  Mayflower  de-  ! 
scendants." 

"For."  he  demonstrates,  "Col.  Isaac  , 
Allerton.  of  Plymouth,  whose  father 
was  Isaac  Allerton  of  the  Mayflower,  | 
moved  South  and  made  his  home  ^' 
among    the    Lccs.    His  daughter, 
Sarah  Allerton.  became  the  second  ^ 
wife  of  Colonel  Richard  Lee's  son, 
Hancock." 

It  was  from  Col.  Richard  Lee  that- 
both  Abraham  Lincoln  and  ^Robert 
E.  Lee  were  descended.      "  f 


fc 


hla  paper,  una  also  to  the  local  news  puDiiaiiea  aerem.  j 

being  the  offspring"ojr  humble  mWR down- 
Abraham  Lincoln  wa^fa  %irect 
the  first  families  of  Virginia- 
less— according  to  Dr.  William 
Ithority  on  Lincoln,  in  an  ai'ticle. 
Nancy  Hanks,  Lincoln's  mother,  was  a  great-great 
granddangbter  of  CoL  Richard  Lee,  wlio  came  to  Vir- 
ginia from  England  ia  1642,  aays  Dr.  Bai  ton.  This 
Col.  Lee,  incidentally,  was  an  ancestor  of  Gen.  Robert 
K  Lee  of  the  Southern  Confederacy,  so  that— if  Dr. 
Barton's  researches  are  correct — Lincoln  and  Lec, 
opponents  in  the  greatest  struggle  the  New  World 
ever  saw,  were  blood  relations. 

All  of  this  is  highly  interesting.  It  wilt  be  particu- 
larly comforting  to  the  great  race  of  snobs.  Those 
folk  who  believe,  in  spite  of  modern  psychology,  that 
"blood  will  tell,"  will  be  vastly  relieved.  Every  spark 
of  greatness  that  Lincoln  ever  exhibited  will  here- 
after be  accredited,  by  them,  to  the  fact  that  the 
blood  of  the  Lees  flowed  in  his  veins.  The  stoi-y  "of 
Lincoln,  which  is  by  all  odds  the  most  moving  story 
America  has  yet  produced,  thus  gets  a  regular  musi- 
,  cal  comedy  happy  ending. 

Not  that  Dr.  Barton  isn't  to  be  commfiaded  for  his 
lesearches.  Every  scrap  of  knowledge  that  w.e  can  I  2 
I  get  about  Lincoln  is  valuable,  and  if  he  really  was  s^) 
descended  from  the  famous  Lee  family,  it  is  well  to  i  ^• 
know  it.  But  it  is  distressing  to  think  of  the  rein- 
Uoiccraent  this  will  be  to  those  people  who  cling  to 
tho  ancieni;  iKjief  that  birth  and  ancestry  are  im- 
gpoitant. 

The  present  age,  for  all  its  current  pessimism,  prob- 
ably will  ho  leroBnized  eventually  as  the  beginning 
of  a  great  new  age  of  hope.  Scientist?  are  learning 
more  about  the  human  race,  and  are  beginning  to  see 
that  men  are,  after  all,  born  equal;  that  one's  ances- 
try, either  immediate  or  remote,  mak-s  little  or  no 
difference.  The  son  of  a  burglar  does  not  carry  in 
his  blood  the  seeds  of  crime,  any  more  than  the  son 
of  a  minister  is  endowed  at  birth  with  an  inborn 
!)iopensity  to  holiness.  In  the  cradle  we  ai-e  all  equal 
The  very  gi.^at  obstacles  to  equality  that  remain- 
differpnccs^  hi  cnvironnient,  wealth  and  early  train- 
ing—caji  be  removed  if  we  set  ourselves  to  it. 
No  I. KM/,..  hoi.H.fi.l  discovery  than  this  was  ever 

^'-1..  ,n  ijv:'  Jul  . J  ul  all  this,  there  are  people  who 
M'lU  be  soiueJiow  1,-hcved  to  learn  that  Abraham  Lin- 
coln ,l„i  not  spring  iroiu  nameless  ancestors.  He 
«  aaiM  i  i  out  l.l.M  Lees— ah,  that  explains  him. 
/  W^iJ,  uiey  don-t  matter  greatly,  after  all.  Tlie  fact 
1.S  niteresting,  to  be  sure;  but  it  is  not  very  import- 
•nu  The  mam  thing  i.s  what  Linsoln  was  and  did 
ami  not  the  identity  of  his  maternal  grandfathe^ 
inree  limes  r.emoved. 


LINCOLN'S    BIRTHDAY  ANNIVERSARY 
AND  LINCOLN'S  BLUE  BLOOD 


rjjje  Daily  Times  is  one  of  the  admirers  of 
theachievements  of  Abraham  Lmcoln.  He 
meant  much  to  the  South.  He  meant  -much 
to  the  Nation.  Today  in  the  observance  of  this 
birthday  anniversary  we  are  also  reminded 
of  Lincoln's  blue  blood. 

In  order  that  the  readers  of  this  news- 
paper may  understand,  know  and  appreciate 
the  life  of  the  lamented  president  let  us  say 
that  far  from  being  the  offspring  of  humble 
and  downtrodden  ancestors,  Abraham  Lin- 
coln was .  a  direct  descendant  of  one  of  the 
first  families  of  Virginia— the  famous  Lees, 
no  less— according  to  Dr.  William  E.  Barton, 
famous  authority  on  Lincoln,  m  an  article  m 
the  January  issue  of  Good  Housekeeping. 

Nancy  Hanks,  Lincoln's  mother,  was  a 
gi-eat-great  granddaughter  of  Col.  Richard 
Lee,  who  came  to  Virginia  from  England  m 
1642,  says  Dr.  Barton.  This  Col.  Lee,  inciden- 
tally, was  an  ancestor  of  Gen.  Robert  B.  Lee 
of  the  Southern  Confederacy,  so  that— -il 
Dr.  Barton's  researches  are  correct— i^mcom 
and  Lee,  opponents  in  the  greatest  struggle 
the  New  World  ever  saw,  were  blood  rela- 

*^°Ali  of  this  is  highly  interesting.  It  will  be 
particularly  comforting  to  the  great  race  ot 
snobs.  Those  folk  who  believe,  m  spite  of 
modern  psychology,  that  "blood  will  tell, 
will  be  vastly  relieved.  Everjr  spark  of  great- 
ness that  Lincoln  ever  exhibited  will  hereaf- 
ter be  accredited,  by  them,  to  the  fact  that 
the  blood  of  the  Lees  flowed  in  his  veins.  The 
story  of  Lincoln,  which  is  by  all  odds  the  most 
moving  story  America  has  yet  produced,  thus 
gets  a  regular  musical  comedy  happy  end- 

Not  that  Dr.  Barton  isn't  to  be  commend- 
ed for  his  researches.  Every  scrap  of  know- 
ledge  that  we  can  get  about  Lincoln  is  val- 
uable, and  if  he  really  was  descended  from 
the  famous  Lee  family,  it  is  well  to  know  it. 
But  it  is  distressing  to  think  of  the  reinforce- 
ment this  will  be  to  those  people  who  cling 
to  the  ancient  belief  that  birth  and  ancestry 
are  important.  , 

The  present  age,  for  all  its  current  pessi- 
mism,  probably  will  be  recognized  eventual- 
ly as  tlie  beginning  of  a  great  new  age  of 
hope.  Scientists  are  learning  more  about  the 
human  race,  and  are  beginning  to  see  that 
men  are,  after  all  ,born  equal ;  that  one  s  an- 
cestry, either  immediate  or  remote,  makes 
little  or  no  difference.  The  son  of  a  burglar 
does  not  carry  in  his  blood  the  seeds  of  crime, 
any  more  than  the  son  of  a  mimster  is  en- 
dowed at  birth  with  an  inborn  propensity  to 
holiness.  In  the  cradle  we  are  all  equal.  The 
very  great  obstacles  to  equality  that  remain 
—differences  in  environment,  w;ealth  and 
early  training— can  be  removed  if   we  set 

°"Nfmore°  hopeful  discovery  than  this  wasj 

^^YeT&^ihe  face  of  all  this,  there  are  peo-l 
pie  who  will  be  somehow  relieved  to  learn 
that  Abraham  Lincoln  did  not  spring  fromi 
nameless  ancestors.  He  came  from  the  Lees 
—ah,  that  explains  him. 

Well,  they  don't  matter  greatly,  after  all. 
The  fact  is  interesting,  to  be  sure ;  but  it  is 
not  very  important.  The  main  thing  is  what 
Lincoln  was  and  did,  and  not  the  identity  of 
his  maternal  gi-andfather  three^^times  re- 
moved. — ^ 
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Notes  from  the  Pension  papers  of  Davii  Lee  on  file  in  the 
Pension  Office  at  Washington  D.  C.        R.6257  . 


That  he  first  entered  the  service  of  the  United  States  in  the  Spr/. 

of  1781  and  was  enrolled  when  15  years  of  age  on  Bear  Grass  creek 
about  10  miles  above  the  Falls  of  the  Ohio  River  in  the  state  of 
Kentucky  at  a  place  called  Sturgess  Station  in  the  company  of 
Capt.  Sturgess (who  was  killed  the  same  Fall  in  the  same  year  by 
the  Indians  on  Reshers  creek) 

This  was  a  volunteer  company  and  served  during  the  space  ^b, 
of  three  months,  guarding  the  Forts  and  protecting  the  Frontiers 
against  the  indians.  We  then  removed  to  Salt  river  in  the  same 
state  upon  the  Rolling  branch  of  said  river,  about  15  or  16 
miles  South  of  Beardstown  Kentucky. 

Commenced  Clarks'  campaign  in  the  month  of  Aug.  1782, Col. 
Clark  commanded.  We  marched  up  the  Ohio  at  the  mouth  of  the 
■i^icking  and  built  a  block  house  where  Cincinnati  now  stands  and 
then  went  up  and  cut  a  roadto  the  two  indian  towns  on  the  West 
or  upper  of  the  Miami  which  we  destroyed.     Got  back  to  the  Ohio 
river  on  the  4th  of  Nov.  1782.  Had  a  wounded  man  named  Capt. 
McCracken  who  died  there.     The  block  house  was  burned  over  his 
grave  to  keep  the  Indiana  from  finding  him.     Col.  William  Linn 
was  killed  by  the  indiansas  also  Morgan  and  Martin. 

We  went  home  the  last  of  Nov.  1782.     In  the  year  1784  this 
deponent  was  drafted  as  a  private  in  the  company  of  Capt. 
Pottinger  and  was  sent  to  Boone  Station    in  the  state  of  Ky 
where  he  was  detained  from  £0  to  40  days,     and  for  the  next  thre 
yearswas  frequently  called  upon  and  compelled  to  scour  through 
the  country  as  exprep  man.  That  in  all  of  the  expeditions^!!^  he 
found  his  own  rifle  and  accountments  and  also  his  own  provisiobs 
and  his  own  pack  horse. 

He  swears  that  he  was  born  on  January  27,  1766  in  the  state 
of  N.  J.     from  which  at  an  early  age  his  father  removed  to  the 
river  Potomac  and  then  to  i^entucky.     Since  the  Rev.  war  he  had 
lived  in  Hamilton  county  Ohio  untill  the  15  day  of  Nov.  iifi^i^ 
1829  when  he  moved  to  this  state  and  this  county  where  he  has 
continued  to  live  a  resident  and  citizen  of  this  county 

(Signed)      David  Lee 
State  of  Indiana,  Tippecanoe  Circuit  Court,  Tippecanoe  county 
April  term  of  said  *^ourt  in  the  year  18Z7. 


David  Lee  was  married  to  Mary  Osborn  at  BarnettsS  Fort  Ky. 
by  the  Rev.  Josph  Barnett,  July  11,  1785.  He  died  in  Tippecanoe 
county  Ind.  Jan.  10,  1852.      From  names,  dates  county  records 
and  bible  records,  he  was  a  son  of  William  Lee  who  in  1780-81 
was  sent  with  the  Va  .  Militia  to  Ky.  to  protect  the  fronyiers 
against  the  indians.      David  Lee  was  from  a  family  o^seven 
boys  and  several  girls,  one  Samuel  was  born  in  "VaT  another  /7/<^ 
Abraham  in  Maryland  1778.         7/illiam  Lee  (records  often  show 
W,..  H.Lee)  was  at  Bryant  Station  with  the  Atherton  family  1780 


Two  of  William  Lees  sons  married  two  daughters  of  Aaron  Atherton 
and  m  the  Spring  of  1782  Wm.  Lee  married  Sarah  Morgan,  widow  of* 
»>ohn  Morgan  who  was  killed  by  the  Indians  in  the  Clark  campaign 
and  they  moved  down  on  the  Rolling  ^ork  where  Snobb  creek  enters. 
Sarah  Morgan  had  several  children  and  it  is  quite  probabie  that 
these  were  the    Morgans  who  married  into  the  John  Lee  family. 

In  1818  William  Lee  sold  525  acres  to  Samuel  Pottinger  Jr 
and  Disappears,  his  wife  did  not  sign  deed.     This  is  the  same' 
tract  on  which  later  was  founded  the  tovm  of  New  Haven    and  is 
side  by  side  with  John  Lee's  tract  150  acres  of  which  was  sold 
to  Joseph  Hanks.  1787.. 

According  to  Nelson  county  records  there    was  several  families 
by  the  name  of  Lee  in  that  and  Hardin  county. 

^m!^T^  ^r^^^  Rolling  fork  Jefferson  C± 

4-18-178..,    Old  Kentucky  grants.  Nelson  Co.  200  acres  9-12-1795 
lo9  acres  on  Bear  Creek,  ^^elson  Co.  12-26-1785 
he  sold  out  in  1796.  and  disappears. 

Charles  Lee  was  also  on  the  early  tax  lists  of  ^elson  county 

Lee  (  probably  his  wife)  administered  on  hds^state* 
^?Z-T  l^^  Charles  Lee  in  the  same  command 

with  John  and  William  Lee  in  the  Clark  campaign. 

Samuel  Lee'  estate  was  appraised  July  12,  1791,  Wil]  Book  A. 
p.  bl. ^Settlement  of  Samuel  Lee'  estate  Feb.  8,  1792,  Will  Book 
A «   p  •   til  5  • 

The  Possessioners'  Report(Nelson  county  records)  show  this  entrv 
on  page  71,  December  9,  1782  William  Lee  entered  400  acres  bv  vp 
vertue  of  a  Certificate  granted  by  the  Cou^i  of  Jef?e?son  CoLty 
IZVtT  v""  Assembly  for  the  relief  of  the  ooor  seT-'^ 

tiers  in  Kentucky  passed  May  session  1781,  on  the  North  side  of 
the  Rolling  fork,  to  begin  half  a  mile  abive  PoUinger's  Meat 
Cabin  on  the  bank  of  the  fork  to  extend  up  therive?  for  length 
and  East  for  quantity.         And  there  is  a  similar  record  of^ 
^ohn  Lee's  entry  in  the  same  report)  recor.  oi 


»areh  3,  1930 


Mrs.  M.  P.  Slaytedc 
17  South  fourth  Strnist 
Lafaarette,  Xadlaua 

K(7  dear  Mrs.  SlaT^acki 

X  vaat  to  thunk  you  for  the  T«ry  Intdrostlag 
biographle,«d  sketch  of  SaTid  Loe. 

Just  ai  pras«at  I  aiB  Tery  busy  fill  lag 
mpesiklnfi  eogagsoents  but  as  soon  as  I  find  some  offlea 
tlina  I  will  be  glad  to  se«  what  I  can  do  about  traclas 
the  aneestry  of  BaTld  Le«. 

BaspactAall7  youra. 


Director 


Lincoln  Historical  Hesaareh  foundation 

LA1:LH 


Lafayette,  Indiana. 
September,  12,  1947. 


Dr.  Louis  A.  Warre9, 
Ft.  Wayne,  Indiana. 


Dear  Dr.  Warren, 


I  am  sending  to  you  the  family  record  of  John  Lee  as  compiled 
>   y/  %y  by  a  Mr.  Jeff  Lee  former  County  Supertendent  of  schools  of 
^W/'  //  -Sholb^'-  County  Kentucky,  he  gave  this  record  to  his  cousin  Mr 

M.  E.  Lee  who  is  in  the  monument  business  in  Shelby ville  who  in 

turn  sent  it  to  me.      He  says. 


"  I  am    descended  from  John  Lee's  son  John (Jack)  Lee  who 
married  Elizabeth  Hill,  one  of  his  children  Miles  Lee  is  my  pater- 
nal  grandfather  by  his  second  wife,  Sallie  Cundiff .     On  my 
mothers  side,  I  am  also  descended    from  another  son,  Atkinson 
•tiiiJ  Lee  who  married  Susan  Morgan,  The  record  has  never  been  com- 
pleted   beyond  the  second  generation  ,  but  xi\y  father's  name  was 
Silas  Lee  and  he  married  Almeda  Lee  daughter  of  Atkinson  Lee.  in 
other  words,  my  father  and  mother  were  own  cousins. 

My  ancestor  John  Lee  was  born  in  Virginia  and  married 
there,  they  came  to  Kentucky  and  settled  on  Pottingers  creek  in 
Nelson  County." 

I  am  aaso  adding  some  notes  from  the  pension  record  of 
David  Lee  who  is  buried    in  this  county.      I  have  had  quite  a  bit 
of  research  work  done  in  the  state  library  and  Historical 
Society  at  Richmond  Va.  hopeing  to  leard^  more  of  the  Militia  whiic  f 
was  sent  to  Ky,    as  well  as  having  the  Nelson  co\inty  records 
searched,  so  am  sending  some  additional  notes  from  these  re- 
ports.   If  it  is  of  no  use  to  you  just  discard  it. 

I  believe  that  William  and  John  Lee  who  took  up  their 
land  on  the  Rolling  Fork  and  lived  side  by  side  were  brothers, 
and  possibly  the  Charles  Lee  in  the  same  command-in  the  Clark  1782 
campaign  was  a  relative,  and  Ann  Lee  Hanks  was  possibly  of  the 
same  family  of  the  same  generation. 

Any  way  it  is  all  an  interesting  problem  I  hope  some 
day  to  solve. 


Yours  sincerely. 


Mrs.  M.  P.  Slayb/ck 
17  South    Fourth  Street 
Lafayette,  -i-nd. 


Jolm  Lee  of  Kentucky. 


John  Lee  v/as  born  in  Virginia  and  married  Elizabeth  Thompson  in 
Virginia. 

They  nioved  to  Kentucky  about  1780  and  settled  on  Pottinger' 
i^reek  in  IJelson  County. 

Kentucky  w&.s  made  into  a  court  district  in  1780  and  John 
Lee  was  appointed  first  Judge  of  that  district. 

A  fev7  years  after  that  he  v/as  holding  court  in  Bardstown,  ^ 
he  took  sick  and  died  suddenly  in  1788  leaving  a  wife  and  eight 
children,  five  boys  and  three  girls  as  follows. 
Boys 

married      Rebecca  Eill(8-20-1796from  N.C.Rec 


'  Wilford  Lee 

/?  Charles  Lee 

^  John  (Jack)  Lee 

V  Henry (Harry)  Lee 

J  William  Lee 
Girls 

One 
One 
One 


Margaret  Merriman,  (1-5-1799) 

Elizabeth  Hill  (2-24-180?) 

Ann  Worris  (9-10-1805) 

Sallie  Younger. 

Bivens, 

Clark 

(unknov/n) 


/  ^^;ilford  Lee 


married 


Rebecca  Hill,  their  children  were 


John  Lee 
Atkinson  Lee 
Sarah  Lee 
Ellen  Lee 
Betsey  Lee 
lliary  Lee 
Ann  Lee 
Charles  Lee 
Eliza  Lee 
Wilford  Lee  Jr 
Philip  Lee 


Elizabetii  Troutman, 

  Wilcoxen 

John  Swank 
Ben  Harned 
George  French 
James  White 

Will  SimmiOns,  2,  James  Simmons 

Letitia  Simmons 

Henry  Grayer aft, 

Margaret  Hill  (7-18-1820) 

Belle  Bridgford 


9-    Charles  Lee 


married  ivargaret  Lerriman,  their  children  were 


John  (Jack)Lee 
Richard  Lee 
henry  Lee 
V/ilford  Lee 
William  (Buck)  Lee 
Nancy  Lee 
Elizabeth  Lee 


^     John (Jack) Lee 

Wilford  Lee 
Rebecca  Lee 
William  T.  Lee 
Sarah  Lee 
Je^mes  Lee 


ft 
n 
»i 

died 
tt 

Tt 


Margaret  Bane, 
IdaCPeggy)  Cundiff, 
Margaret  Pearman 
l.Sarilda  Cudiff,  2, 
a  bachelor. 

James  Morgan, 
John  Shelton. 


Matilda  Cudiff 


married  Elizabeth  ELll,  their  children  were 


Mary  Joimson, 
Basil  Summiers, 

Dolly  Lee,  dau.  of  Harry  Lee 
James  M.  Lee,  son  of  Harry  Lee 

1, Ellen  Lee, 2,  Jane  Lee  daus.  of  Har 


Jo im  ijee  o f  Ken lucky ,     c on t . 


S. 


Kiles  Lee  married  1 

Eliza  Lee  " 
Atkinson  Lee  " 


.Mai Vina  Morgan, 2, Sallie  CunrUff 
Lvlze  Hewlett, 
Susan  i^iiorgan. 


y  Henry(lfe.rry)  Lee      raarried      Ann  Norris  their  children  were 


James  M.  Lee 
Rhodolphus  1^. 
Elizabeth  Lee 
Dorothy  Lee 
Ella  Lee 
Jane  Lee 
Rebecca  Lee 
Ignatious  Lee 
Thomas  Lee 
Jesse  Lee 
^^obert  M.  Lee 

^  -  '//illiara  Lee 

Elizabeth  Lee 
Henry  Lee 
Sallie  Lee 
Orleans  Lee 
Eliza  Lee 
Amanda  Lee 
Dorothy  Lee 
Eolbert  Lee 
CyntMa  Lee 


Lee 


5allye  Lee  (dau.  of  Jack  LeeJ 

Nancy  Villiars,  2,  Margaret  E.Atcher 

John  Hill 

W.T.Lee  (son  of  Jack  Lee) 
James  Lee (son  of  Jack  Lee) 
James  Lee(  "      "     "        n  ) 
Henry  Lee 
Gillie  Carr, 
Eliza  Howlett, 
Kathline  McDonald, 
-liizabeth  Caswell. 


married        Sallie  Yoimger,  their  children  were 


Nicholas_  Simmons, 
Rebecca  Lee  (dau,  of  Jack  Lee) 
Thomas  Snawder 
I.Mary  Curidif f ,2 .Laura  S.  Williams 
James  Croan. 
John  Greenwall. 
Jolm  Glenn 
(died  youngj 
"  John  Chappell. 


(TMrd  generation) 
RCert  M.  ^^^^C^)Lee  .arrie.  Eli.abet.  Caswell 


Ellen  Lee  married 
Malmda  A.  Lee  i^amed 
David  L.  Lee  " 
James  M.  Lee  " 
Jiohn  Leander  Lee  " 


Nelson  Lee 
Rhoad3iphus  Lee 
Wm. Jefferson  Lee 


Homert  Greenwell 
vii'illiam  Howlett 
Fannie  Sutton, 
Susan  Hill 
Lucy  Mary  vVelman, 


flied  age  18  months 
died  age  22years. 
■iarried    iviartha  E.  Fullenv^ider 


Robert  M.  Lee      n-arried  End  wife  Laura  Pearl  their  children  were 


Lewis  R.  Lee 
Sidney  P.  Lee 
Sada  M.  Lee 
Vina  C.  Lee 


died  age  20  years 
married  D.  L 


V/alker, 
xRoby. 


(From  Nelson  county  records,  John  Lee  died  in  1 7fift  -a  - 
&a?--Hif-L^-frr-|d\"l%!!?3^r?ifl::i^r 


1?  Soatai  Fouiftii  Stioet 
Lafe);r«tt»^  Ihdiaaa 

Hf        lira,  Slajrliaclcs 

IbexikB  voiQr  mach  for  th»  v»2sr  lnt<»wstlJ3£;  coll»c~ 
tlOR  of  xwdorde  ulilch  you  f  o2*«ardi»d  lolatin^  to  taio  Lee 
faiaily. 

I  ysLB  ymxsr  veil  acquatzitod  vlth  saa»  of  the  later 
gtommtilaa  of  tho  Laos  and  inow  a  HUss  Lee  very  wll,  indeed 
and  also  tSio  Tjeautraaa  and  Earned  f  aioiliea  into  idiich  tim  Lees 
xaarrled. 

I  vottld  certainly  lite  to  loiav  tbe  origin  <^  the 
Lee  f emlljr  of  Tivginia  and  the  Inteznarriafles  of  nenibers  of  the 
faailioe  as  easly  as  X770  or  tbexee1>outs. 

Yezsr  truly  youxe^ 


LA.VtEB 


Di zee tor 


Mrs.  M.  P.  Slayback. 

This  is  in  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  i9th  regarding  the  Virgini.^ 
Militia. 

The  only  list  of  men  who  were  sent  into  Kentucky  to  protect  the 
frontier  are  listed  in  a  manuscript  known  as  the  Ixxinois 
Papers  and  are  on  fixe  in  the  Virginia  State  Library,  thJ.s  city. 

For  convenience  they  are  called  the  l.P.,D. 
There  are  several  .'Vilxiam  Lees  in_tne  Revolution  but  the  only 
one  vmose  name  pappears  in  these  Illinois  Papers  is  a:  TJilliara 
Lee,  He  received  a*  Bounty  vVarrent  for  Ms  service,  and  there  are 
one  or  two  other  references  to  him. 

Rebecca  Jormson, Asst  bee.  Virginia 
historical  Society. 

From  the  State  Library,  fiichii/ond  Va. 

In  a  n.anuscript  rmster  roll  known  as  I.P.D.  No.  97  is  the  Pay 
Roll  of  one  Captain,  a  sargent,  and  forty  Privates  of  Col. 
Coxes  Regiment"  of  iVxilitia  of  Jefferson  bounty  in  Actual  Service 
Burning  Tar  in  the  iiountain^  beginning  May  the  J'ourth  and  ending 
the  eleventh,  1762,  James  Rodgers  Cc.pt.  Levin  Sorigs  Sargent,  and 
among  the  forty  privates  is  the  narue  of  T/illiam  Lee.  The  said 
>alliaiu  Lee  rendered  a  service  of  8  days  for  which  ne  vvas  entitl- 
ed to  10  shillings. 

The  Pay  Roll  of  Capt.  Johjn  Bogle's  Company  of  Militia  for  per- 
forming a  Tower  of  Duty  at  the  Falls  of  OMo  under  the  command 
of  Hugh  Magary,  iuajr.   oursuant  to  Col.  Benjamin  Logan's  Command. 
1762,  This  Tower  of  Duty  bagan  May  26,  and  ended  June  do,  for 
which  service  Mliiam  ^^ee,  private  was  entitled  to  L.1-9-  ( 
(I.P.D.  152) 

The  Pay  Roll  of  Capt.  Jonn  V'.bods  for  a  Company  of  ivlilitia 
stationed  at  Estill's  Station  under  the  Command  of  Col  Benjam.in 
Logan  in  the  year  1762  shovvs  tiiat  V.'ilj_iam  Lee  en...  isie^^  Ju2y  10, 
and  was  discharged  Aug.  lo,  a  service  of  -.1  days  for  which  he 
was  entitl  ed  to  h  2-1-0.   (IIP  .D.,125) 

The  Pay  Abstract  for  one  Captain,  one  Ensign,  f^ur  Sargants,  and 
twenty  Privates  of  Col  Coxe's  Regiment  of  Li^itia  of  Jefferson 
County  in  Actual  Service,  under  the  command  of  Uen.  Clark  in  an 
Expedition  against  zhe  Chawnes  from  tne  2nd  of  October  to  the 
25th  of  November  both  days  included-17d2  ijisted  aniong  the  •t'rivate 
are  Vifilliam  Lee,  John  Lee,  and  Charles  Lee.     For  this  service  of 
^6  days  they  were  each  entitled  to  t  2-d-O.     (l.-p.:DD.  d) 


(  These  hre  notes  from  research  a^otk  done  for  li.e  by  Rebecca 
Jolinson  from  records  in  tije  btate  Horary,  Richmond  Va.) 


iJncoIn  And 
^Lee  Related, 

Writer  Says 


Barton  In  Good  HouseUeep- 
Magazlne. 

ratam  Lincoln  was  a  de-< 
tBcendant  o£  the  famous/Lee  fam-, 
fly  of  Virginia  and  y/fs  directly; 
■related  to  the  man  litih»**^l?"'P 
he  contested  the  fate  oT  the  uia-^ 
tion.  Gen.  Robert  E.  Lee. 

Lincoln  was  not,  as  popular" 
belief  would  have  him,  the  proi 
duct  of  un^iatiDgulshed  prbgentH 
H6Tsr  Though  born  in  a  I09 
cabin,  he  was  bqt  two  genera- 
tioHs  removed  from  the  proud- 
est mansions  of  one  of  th< 
proudest  names  in  early  Amer 
ican  history. 

The  Documentary  Proof 
I  am  about  to  show,  and  fo 
the  first  time,  that  Abrahan 
Lincoln  sprang  from  the  family 
stock  that  gave  to  the  South  snd 
the  nation  some  of  its  greatest 
and  most  aristocratic  names. 
There  has  been  romancing 
enough.  This  is  a  plain  and 
truthful  tale. 

To  establish  this  plain  and 
truthful  tale  years  were  spent 
examining  documents  in  muiLy. 
for.£aUaa — ftte^Tri  old  Virginia, 
whence  the  Lees  and  Lincoins 
came.  Old  inarrifl£6  necords.  dat- 
ing bacltlo'TGe  first  days  of  the 
colonies,  records  of  wills  and 
property  transfers^  were  care- 
fully  cqneiJ  ap4,.gj|ted_  for  ^  per- 
iod^or'y'ears.  And  now  Itie  iDlo^-.d- 
relation  of  these  two  men,  who 
were  thought  to  have  nothing 
in  common  but  their  hold  on  the 
love  of  their  countrymen,  is  re- 
vealed. 

Col.  Richard  Lee  came  to 
America  from  England  in  1042. 
He  had  a  son,  Richard  Lee, 
through  whom  the  descent  pass- 
ed in  a  direct  male  line  to  the 
famous  general  of  the  Confed- 
erate forces. 

But  Col.  Richard  Lee  had  an- 
other son,  whose  name  is  aot 
recorded,  and  he  a  son  named 
William. _  This  William  Lee  had 
many  sons,  and  one  of  them  vas 
named  William,  also.  This  sec- 
ond William  had  a  daughter. 
Ann.  who  married  one  Jo.=?eph 
Hanlis,  owner  of  estates  contigu- 
ous to  the  Lee  plantation.  And 
Ann  Lee  Hanks  was  the  great- 
grandmother  of  Nancy  Hanks, 
"who  married  Thomas  Lincoln, 
June  12,  1806,  and  became  on 
Sunday,  February  12,  1809.  the 
mother  of  Abraham  Lincoln."  - 


It   is   not   strange  tkai-'flilE 

information  should  have  remain- 
ed hidden  for  two  generations  af- 
ter the  deaths  of  both  the  men 
it  concerns,  since  neither  was 
himself  aware  of  the  blood  ties 
that  bound  J^im  to  his  respected 
enemy. 

Abraham  Lincoln  declared  him- 
self to  have  descended  from  two 
of  what  he  called  "second"  or 
"undistinguished"  families  of 
"Virginia.  Of  his  ancestry  on  the 
Hanks  side  he  possessed  little 
knowledge  and  was  disinclined  to 
discuss  it.  Ho  probably  did  not 
know  from  what  country  his 
mother's  people  came. 

But  that  Hanks  ancestry,  of 
which  Lincoln  knew  little  and 
apparently  cared  less,  was  one 
of  the  proudest  lineages  in 
America,  even  apart  from  its 
connection  with  the  Lees.  It 
goes  back  to  Thomas  Hanks,  a 
Cromwell  adherent,  who  fled 
England  in  1  643  and  settled  in 
Virginia  on  land  adjoining  that 
of  Colonel  Lee,  an  ardent  sup- 
porter of  King  Charles  I.  T'ne 
loyalist  ancestor  of  Robert  E. 
Lee  and  the  rebel  ancestor  of 
Abraham  Lincoln  were  next- 
plantation  neighbors  in  Glouces- 
ter county. 
Were  Tliey  Mayflower  Stock? 

We  think  of  the  Puritans  of 
New  England  as  far  removed 
from  the  Cavaliers  of  Virginia; 
but  how  many  of  us  know  that 
not  d  few  of  those  same  Puri- 
tans went  south  and  mingled 
their  blood  with  that  of  the  first 
favnUiOa  nf  Virelnia.  PerhaDS.  If 


'  knew  all  the  maternal  lines, 
should  find  that  both  Rob- 
1  E.  Lee  and  Abraham  Lincolu 
re  Mayflower  descendants. 
For  Col.  Isaac  Allerton  of 
i^mouth,  whose  father  was 
iHc  Allerton  of  the  Mayflower, 
ived  south  and  made  his  home 
ong  the  Lees.  His  daughter, 
ah  Allerton,  became  the  nec- 
1  wife  of  Col.  Richard  Lee's 
,  Hancock. 

t  was  from  Col.  Richard  Lee 
t  both  Abraham  Lincolu  and 
bert  E.  Lee  were  descende^ 


'ASKANSAS  CITY  I;A^•s<  TRA^'TItEH  l] 


Grove  Street 
Hew  YoxK  14,  IJ.Y. 
Liarch  17,  1954 


Dr.  Louis  A  iTarren,  Lirector 

The  Lincoln  national  LiJ?e  Founda.tion 

fort  Jayne,  Indiana 

Dep.r  Dr.  Warren; 

In  *lp,y  of  1951  I  wrote  you  concerning:  my  genea- 
loi_^ical  Btudiee,  and  you  very  kindly  offered  to  ^ave  rae 
access  to  your  records  if  I  could  make  a  trip  to  Fort  '/ayne. 
I  ha.ve  not  co;.ie  out  to  the  Uidwest  since  then,:  "but  I  have  a 
trip  plarmed  for  early  April,  and  if  it  is  still  convenient 
for  you,  I  shp.ll  accept  your  ^.enerous  offer  at  that  time. 

If  I  do  not  hear  from  you  to  tne  contrary,  my 
mother  and  I  v/ill  plan  to  spend  Tuesday,  April  6,  at  your 
offices  (or  several  days,  if  necessa.ry). 

Our  resea^rch  concerns  our  ancestor,  Charles  Lee, 
^orn  in  Kentucky  in  179ii  or  1793,  and  known  to  be  related 
to  the  Lb.  i/'ollettee.     It  seems  reasonable  to  assiame,  or  a.t 
least  to  hope,  that  he  belon-ed  to  the  Hnrdin  County  Leec. 

Kver  since  receiving  your  letter  three  years  &!;o, 
I  ha,ve  oeen  looking-  foru/ard  to  being  able  tJ  ma.ke  this  trip. 
V'e  certainly  do  appreciate  yoor  willinj^ness  to  sha.re  your 
material  with  us,  and  are  really  excited  over  the  prospects. 


Martth  19,  1954 


Kiss  BaanPi«t  &Gi^;}»OB 
23  Clvt>Y«  Street 
New  Tork«  %4,  H.  7« 

Z>«ftr  Ififs  Qioi^tKms 

7La  the  abeai^e  of  Sr.  V?a]^0&«  I  with  to  adksiovlsd^ 
your  letter  of  Mayeh  17, 

Sr.  Verrea  ie  at  prQse&t  out  of  tke  office  <>oaoIiidinie 
e  tvo-ftoathft  spesOtla^  itl&er^  to  the  Veet  Coeet  and  ie  expected 
beek  the  end  of  thle  lecAth* 

Be  will  ^  in  the  office  the  entire  week  of  a^il  5 
and  will  De  delisted  to  see  you  aad  jroi>r  aother  ^  fiMied^^, 
^riX  6. 

Itookittg  forwerd  to  your  risitt  X  reoeia 
Sinoerely  jrowe* 


Harfiaret  RoeaileriBir 
la/a  Seeretarsr  to  Ifw* 


!  307.  Lee— Davil  (595).  Your  query 
;  mentions  Nathan  Lee,  son  of  David 
I  Lee,  and  the  sketches  of  pioneer 
1  women,  written  by  Mrs.  C.  B.  Melish 
I  of  Madison,  published  in  Madison 
Herald,  Sept.  18,  1924,  gives  the  fol- 
lowing: .  "Elizabeth  Lee,  daughter 
of  Nathan  Lee,  of  Kentuclty,  who 
I  came  to  this  county  (Jefferson)  in 
!l815.  She  married  John  Mathis,  son 
of  William  and  Mary  Mathis,  March 
24,  1831,  and  raised  a  family  of 
twelve  children."  The  Wisconsin 
Historical  Society,  Draper  papers 
gives  a  list  of  families  at  Bryant's 
station,  that  may  give  you  the  name 
j  of  the  father  of  your  David,  Madi- 
1  son.  Wis. 


GENE0L061ST  CLAIMS  LiNGOLN  - 
ANO  LEE  BOTH  DESCENDED  FROM 
COL.  RICHARD  LEE  OF  VIRGINIA 


NEW  YOKK.  Dee.  20.— Abraham 
l.incoln  was  a  descenilant  of  tlie 
famous  Lee  family  of  Virginia  and 
was  directly  related  to  the  man  with 
whom  he  contested  the  fate  of  the 
nation.  General  Robert  E.  Lee. 

Lincoln  was  not,  as  popular  belief 
would  have  him,  the  product  of  un- 
distinguished progenitors.  Though 
born  in  a  log  cabin,  he  was  but  two 
"■enerations  removed  from  the  stately 
mansions  of  one  of  the  proudest 
names  in  early  American  history. 

These  statements,  upsetting  some 
of  the  most  deep-seated  of  American 
traditions,  are  the  result  of  careful 
research  conducted  by  Dr.  AVilham 
E.  Barton,  an  able  geneologist  and 
one  of  the  best  known  authorities  on 
Lincoln.  They  are  published  for  the 
first  time  in  Good  Housekeeping 
magazine  for  January. 

Mr.  Barton,  who  is,  incidentally, 
the  father  of  Bruce  Barton  and  the 
author  of  five  widely  read  works  on 
Lincoln,  traces  the  descent  of  both 
the  president  and  the  general  in  a 
direct  line  back  to  Col.  Richard  Lee, 
one  of  the  earliest  of  American  aris- 
tocrats. 

The  Documentary  Proof. 

"I  am  about  to  show,  and  tor  the 
first  time."  he  writes,  "th.-it  Abraham 
Lincoln  sprang  from  the  lamily  stock 
that  gave  to  the  South  and  the  na- 
tion som.e  of  its  greatest  and  most 
aristocratic  names.  There  has  been 
romancing  enough.  This  is  a  plain 
and  truthful  tale." 

To  establish  this  "plain  and  truth 
ful  tale"  Mr.  Barton  spent  years  ex- 
amining documents  in  musty,  tor- 
gotten  files  in  old  Virginia,  whence 
the  Lees  and  Lincoln  came.  Old 
marriage  records,  dating  back  to  the 
first  days  of  the  colonies,  records  of 
wills  and  property  transfers  were 
carefully  conned  and  sifted  for  a 
period  of  years.  And  now  the  blood- 
relatioii  of  these  two  men.  who  wero 
thought  to  have  nothing  in  common 
but  their  hold  on  the  love  of  their 
countrymen,  is  revealed. 

Col.  Richard  Lec,  the  Good  House- 
keeping article  .says,  came  to  Amer- 
ica from  England  in  1G4-J.  He  had 
a  son,  Richard  Lee,  through  whom 
the  descent  passed  in  a  direct  male 
line  to  the  famous  general  of  the 
Confederate  lorces. 

But  Col.  Richard  Lee  had  another 
son,  whose  name  is  not  recorded, 
and  that  son  named  William.  This 
William  Lee  had  many  sons,  and  one 
of  them  was  named  William,  also. 
This  second  William  had  a  daughter, 
Ann,  who  married  one  Joseph  Hanks, 
owner  of  estates  contiguous  to  the 
Lee  plantation.  And  Ann  Lee  Hanks 
was  the  great-grandmother  of  Nancy 
Hanks,  "who  married  Thomas  Lin- 
coln, June  12,  180G,  and  became  on 
Sunday,  Feb.  12,  1809,  the  mother  of 
Abraham  Lincoln. 

Lincoln  Himssif  Didn't  Know. 

It  is  not  strange  that  this  infor- 
mation should  have  remained  hidden 
for  two  generations  after  tlie  deaths 
of  both  the  nun  it  concerns  since 
neither  was  himself  aware  of  the 
blood  ties  that  bound  him  to  his  re- 
spected enemy,  says  Dr.  Barton. 

"Abraham  Lincoln  declared  himself 
to  have  descended  from  two  of  what 
he  called  'second'  or  'undistinguished' 
families  of  Virginia.  Of  his  ance.nry 
on  the  Hanks  side  he  possessed  little 
knowledge  and  was  disinclined'  to 
discuss  it.  He  proliably  did  not 
know  from  what  county  iiis  mollicr  s 
people  came." 


But  that  Hanks  ancestry,  of  which 
Lincoln  knew  little  and  apparently 
cared  less,  was  one  of  the  proudest 
lineages  in  America,  even  apart  from 
its  connection  with  the  Lees.  It 
goes  back  to  Thomas  Hanks,  a  Crom- 
well adherent,  who  fled  England  in 
lG-13  and  settled  in  Virginia  on  land 
adjoining  that  of  Col.  Lee  an  ardent 
supporter  of  King  Charles  L  "The 
loyalist  ancestor  of  Robert  E.  Lee 
and  the  rebel  ancestor  of  braham 
Lincoln  were  next-plantation  neigh- 
bors in  (iloucester  county." 

The    Good    Housekeeping  author 
draws   anot)ier  conclusion   of  lar,r> 
historical  interest  from  hia  Lincolii 
Lee  researches. 

"We  think,''  he  says,  "of  the  Puri- 
tans of  New  England  as  far  removed 
from  the  Cavaliers  of  Virginia;  but 
how  many  of  us  know  that  not  a  few 
of  those  same  Puritans  went  south 
and  mingled  their  blood  with  that 
of  the  first  families  of  Virginia.  Per- 
haps, if  we  knew  all  the  material 
lines,  we  should  find  that  both  Ro- 
bert E.  Lee,  and  Abraham  Lincoln 
were  iMayflower  descendants." 

For,  he  demonstrates,  "Col.  Isaac 
AUerton,  of  Plymouth,  who.se  father 
was  Isaac  Allerton  f  the  Mayflower, 
moved  south  and  made  his  home 
among  the  Lees.  His  daughter,  Sarah 
Allerton,  became  the  second  wife  of 
Colonel  Richard  Lee's  son.  Han- 
cock." 

It  was  from  Col.  Richard  Lee  that 
both  Abraham  Lincoln  and  Robeit 
E.  Lee  were  descended,  the  article 


Hardin  County 


Marriage  Register    (Also  Bonds) 


Both  Males  and  Females  by  nane  of  Lee  from  beginning  of  co-unty  to  1825 


Date 

Name  of  Male 

Name  of  Female 

March  23.  1797 

Samuel  Lee 

Phebe  Atherton 

Dec  20,  1808 

Edmund  Lee 

Abigal  Craford 

Oct.  30,  1811 

William  Lee 

Sary  McCarty 

De<f.  14,  1812 

Green  Lee 

Abigal  Lee 

March  7,  1818 

Thomas  Lee 

Annie  Lee 

Nov.  9,  1819 

Silas  Lee 

Hannah  Garlinghotise 

Oct.  30,  1795 

Andrew  Friend 

Catherine  Lee 

Jaily  15.  1803 

Robert  Crawford 

Kevslanna  Lee 

Oct.  10,  1803 

Nathan  Bar  tie  tt 

Rebecca  Lee 

July  20.  1808 

Jesse  Lafollett 

Mary  Lee 

Dec.  14,  1812 

Green  Lee 

Abigal  Lee  (Same  as  above) 

April  9,  1816 

Joiin  Coonrod 

Elizabeth  Lee 

Dec.  17,  1816 

William  Butler 

Elizabeth  Lee 

Jany  27,  1819 

Jonathan  Wj.ight 

Eliza  Lee 

Feb.  24.  1819 

Stephen  Coonrod 

Candls  Lee 

Oct.  10,  1820 

John  Hanm 

Alice  Lee 

Nov.  1,  1824 

Vincent  Hawley 

Sally  Lee 

Hardin  Cotinty 


I3EED  BOOKS 


Grantors  or  Grantees  ty  the  name  of  ""ee  from  the  beginning  of  the  county  to  1825 


Date  of  Deed 

Hame  of  Grantor  &  Wife 

Name  of  Grantee 

March  25,  1796 

Josiah  &  Sarah  Lee 

James  Baird 

March  7,  1796 

Matthias  Jayne 

John  Lee 

Jialy  20,  1796 

Williajn  &•  Sarah  Lee 

Benjamin  Johnson 

Jany.  20,  1801 

Joshua  and  Margaret  Lee 

Simpson  Lee 

Jioly  2,  1805 

Wm.  &  Sarah  Lee 

James  Morgan 

Sept.  9,  1809 

John  Lee 

Uzal  Lafollet 

Joaly  28.  1814 

Alexander  Fralces  &c 

Wilford  Lee 

March  14,  1817 

Wm.  Slack  &c 

Wilford  Lee 

Jtme  18.  1819 

Gideon  Granger 

John  Lee 

27.  1823 

Wilford  &  Margaret  Lee 

Eandolph  Slack 

COUNTY 


WILL  BOOKS 


Waznes  of  deceased       name  of  Lee  from  beginning  of  coimty  to  1825 


Wife  Children  Date 


EdiBund  Lee  Gives  merely  "My-  Judith  Pel).  20,  1818 

beloved  wife"  Green 
i^nnais 
Betsy  Butler 
Candais 
Judy 

Sarah  Porter 


Nelson  County 


nEED  BOOK    -    BOOK  I 


Joseph  Bamet  to  Pels.  8,  1792 

William  Lee 

125  A  north  side  Rolliaf^  ?ork 

one  mile  below  mouth  of  Pottinger's 

Creek  cor.  Oldhams 

Charles  Beeler  a  witness  on  deed. 


ORDER  BOOK 


Josiah  Lee  appointed  Road  sxirveyor  on  Rowling  Pork  and  Knoh  Creek  in  17  88 

page  13 


Estate  of  John  Lee  -  Elizabeth  Lee  appointed  for  f^idministrator. 

page  14 


KELSON  COUNTY  ilARRIASE  RE&ISTER 


Aug.  5.  1786  Lee,  William 

Black  Ahigal 

July  27,  1790  Lee,  John 

Lafollett,  Mary 

July  28,  1791  Lafollett,  Usrel 

Lee,  Nancy 

Aug.  12,  1786  Willett,  Samuel 

Lee,  Anne 


Marriage  Register  (Also  Bonds) 
Both  males  and  females  "by  name  of  Lee  from  "beginning  of  coixnty  to  1825 


Date  Name  of  Male 
P-o"^  ^Sog  ^ 


Ifame  of  £*emale  Bondsman 


7<3  -  /  ^  X-^ 


Parent 


Deed  Books 

Graators  orl  CSraatees  fejr  thevnaaae  "of  Lee  from  tlie  "beginning  of  the  coimty  to  1825 


Date  od  ^eed        Name  of  Grantoi&wife 

Trial. 3,3  -y7f6  ^-^^^'^ia^^^ 

7r)ct  7-n96>     yr}a:it^^u3^ ^ay^yU 


Name  of  Grantee 


Witness 


3SX. 


Acres 

/oo 
"Xoo 


Will  Books 


is  of  deceased    "by  name  of  Lee  from  iDeginning  of  county  to  1825 


^ife  or  huslDand 


Executor 


Witness 


ChildEen 


Date 


tmj)  BOOK    -    BOOK  X 


Joaepii  3a met  to  IteK  8,  1792 

Willisan  Left 

125  A  north  tide  HoXliU;?  Foric 

one  ffiil©  below  laouth  of  Pottin^er't 

Creek  cor.  Oldhaia* 

Qiarl9«  BeeXar  »  vitattse  on  (Lm<i, 


Josiab  I»€<e  appointed  Road  ?urv^yor  on  .^.onsrliag  ?ork  and  Kjaob  Cr«ek  in  1?88 

page  13 


Sstate  of  John  Lee  -  'Sllsab^tii  Lee  fi^olntad  for  q^dolnietratoir. 

pas©  3.4 


Aug.  5,  1786  Leo,  V/illiam 

Black  AM  sal 

July  27.  1790  Lee,  John 

LafoUett,  Mar/ 

JiOy  28,  1791  LafoUett*  Ustel 

Lee,  Nanqr 

kag,  IP,  1736  Willett,  Saimiel 

Lee«  Axme 


3&Y±di  Lee 

The  following  Is  a  oopy  of  tfee  papers  on  file  in  the  Pension,, 
office  in  Washin^on  D.  C,  State  of  Indiana  of  Tippecanoe  Circuit 
Court  in  the  year  1837  Tippecanoe  Co.,  to  wit; 

Oil  the  17th.  day  of  April  iia  the  year  1837  ^  personally  appeared 
in  open  court,  "before  the  said  Circuit  court  for  Tippecanoe  Co,^  in 
the  state  of  Indiana, "being  a  court  of  records  hy  the  Constitutions 
and  law  of  s&id  state,  the  said  court  "being  now  in  session,  Sa\^d 
Lee,  a  resident  of  Launaie  Tws,  tp  said  county  of  Tippecanoe;  age 
71  years  in  January  last,  who  "being  duly  sworn  "by  his  solome  oath, 
deposed  and  says  and  makes  the  foJLlowing  declaration  in  order  to 
o"btain  the  "beneficiary,  Ko.  Act  of  conscript  paper  June  7-12,  1832, 

That  he  first  entered  the  service  of  the  TJ.  S,  in  the  Spring 
of  1781;  and  was  enrolled  when  15  years  of  age  on  Bear  Gap  creek, 
ahout  10  miles  ahoTe  the  Falls  of  the  Ohio  River,  in  the  State  of 
Ky.,  at  a  place  ealled  Sturgess  Station,  in  the  Company  of  Gapt, 
Sturgess  (who  was  killed  the  same  fall  of  the  said  year  "by  the 
Indians  on  Reshear  or  Floyd  cfeek)    This  was  a  volenteered  company, 
served  during  the  space  of  three  months  in  guarding  the  Fort,  and 
protecting  the  frontier  against  the  Indians,  and  frequently  had 
to  pursue  them.    He  then  removed  to  Salt  ^iver  in  the  same  state 
on  The  Rolling  Fork  of  said  river  and  was  enrolled  in  the  company 
of  Capt.  Samuel  Pottinger,  in  the  Spring  of  the  year  1782  Commen- 
ced Clark's  campaign  in  the  month  of  Aug.  1782  Gol.  Cl«rk  commanded 
Green  had  a  small  company  of  regular  soldiers.    He  marched  up  the 
Ohio,  crossed  the  Ohio  at  the  mouth  of  the  licking  and  huilt  a 
"block  house  where  Cincinnati  now  stands,  and  then  went  to  cut  a 
road  to  the  two  Indian  towns  on  the  West  or  upper  side  of  the  Hi  ami 
(Shawnietown)    which  he  helped  to  destroy.    Got  "back  to  Cincinnati 


the  fourth  of  loveaber,  1782.    Had  a  wo-unded  man  named  Capt.  Kc 

Crac3cen,  who  died  there.    The  >look  house  was  "bum^  over  his 
grave  to  keep  the  Indians  from  finding  him.    Col.  William  li 
was  killed  "by  the  Indians  as  also  iiorgan,  and  Martin.    Three  men 
were  taken  prisoners  hy  the  Indigene,  an  old  man  and  two  sons  named 
Suamitt.    He  went  home  toward  th«  last  of  ITovemher,  1782.  IToihing 
off  wpeclal  consequence  happened  in  the  year  1783  in  which  this 
deponent  was  coiicenied.    In  the  year  1782, the  Indians  w«re  very 
trouble s ome .    In  the  first  part  of  the  summer,  we  were  oompell^ 
to  stand  as  sentry  every  night  around  the  ^ort,  and  every  day 
around  the  com  patches,  i^le  they  were  tended.    In  the  year 
1784,  this  deponent  was  drafted  as  a  private  in  the  company  of 
Capt,  Pottinger  and  was  sent  to  Boon  Station  in  the  state  of  Ky. , 
where  he  was  detained  from  S0-4Q  days.    For  the  ensuing  three  years 
was  frequently  called  upon  and  compelled  to  seour  tlirough  the  oountr^ 
exprep.  man.    That  in  all  of  the  expeditions  he  foiuided  his  own 
rifle  and  acoountment,  and  also  his  own  provisions,  and  his  own 
pack  horse,         swears  that  he  was  horn  on  or  ahout  Jan.  27,  1766. 
That  he  has  no  record  of  his  age  hecause  his  father  died  without  < 
leaving?  to  him  any  memorials  of  his  hirth.    That  he  was  horn  In 
the  state  of  N.  J,  from  which  at  an  early  age  his  father  resoved 
to  the  river  Potomac,  and  then  to  the  Salt  River  in  Ky.  ahout  16 
or  16  miles  South  of  Beardstown  Ky«  Since  ahout  ItOO  lie  has  lived 
in  Hamilton  Cp.  Ohio  untill  he  removed  to  Indiana  on  the  15th  day 
ot  Hov. ,  1829  since  which  time  he  has  continued  as  a  citizen  and 
resident  of  this  county.    That  he  is  known  to  Dr.  L.  Fairman, 
William  Majors,  Esq.,  Mr.  William  Campbell,  Willlaia  Skinner  Es<i. , 
Sheriff  James  H,  Majors;  Jacob  Smith,  Sworn  to  aad  subscribed  in 
the  open  court  on  the  17th  day  of  April  1837  before  Sammel  Hoover, 
clerk. 


Application  sent  to  C.  L,  Edwards,  Commission  of  Pensions  from 
Lafayette,  Ind,,  April  18,  1837  by  son  Joseph  lee. 

|to  K.le  Govt.  Pensions  Dept.  R  6S57 
Widov/E  Pension  of  Mary  Lee 

ll&ry  Lee  aged  89  years,  applied  for  pension  Sept.  1854, 
resident  of  Tippecanoe  Co.,  Ind,  wife  of  Darid  1^,  private  in 
Company  Coramanded  "by  Capt  Pottin^er  of  regiment  of  ninutemen, 
oomnanded  "by  Oen  Clark,  Va,  service.    Husband  volnnteered  at  lar- 
nettB  Fort  Ky.,  Sept.  1,  1782  disoliar^ed  at  the  Falls  of  the  Ohio, 
Bov.  1782.    They  were  married  at  Bametts  Fort,  July  11  1785  "by 
Rev.  Joseph  Burnett.    Her  maiden  imne  was  Mary  Os'bom.    David  Lee 
died  in  i'ippeeanoe  Co.,  Ind.,  Jen.  10,  1852 

by  SodloTe  C.  Beln.  S.  P. 
John  Sllis  I  Ruben  Baker  swore  they  had  knovm  Mrs  Lee  from  10-15 
years;  Catherine  Griffin^  that  she  had  known  David  and  Mary  Le^ 
for  60  years. 


LINCOLN,  LEE  ' 
WEMLATED 

Opposing  Leaders  in  Civil 
War  Descended  From 
Same  Ancestor. 


Now  Ynilc. — Abraliiiin  Lincoln  \vH9 
a  desoendiuit  of  tlie  fanioiis  Lea  fam- 
ily of  Virginia  and  was  directly  re- 
lated to  the  man  with  whom  he  con- 
tested the  fate  of  the  nation,  Ccn 
Robert  E.  Lee. 

Lincoln  was  not,  as  popular  beliPi 
would  have  him,  the  product  of  undis- 
tinguished progenitors.  Though  horn 
in  a  log  cabin,  he  was  but  two  gen 
orations  removed  from  the  stately 
mansions  of  one  of  the  proudest 
names  in  early  American  history. 

These  statements,  upsetting  some  of 
the  most  deep-seated  of  American  tra- 
ditions, are  the  result  of  careful  re- 
search conducted  liy  Dr.  William  E. 
Barton,  an  able  geneologist  and  one 
of  the  best-known  authoi'ilies  on  Lin- 
coln. They  are  publislied  for  the  first 
time  in  (iood  Housokeoping  Magazine. 

Doctor  l?aiton,  who  is,  incidentally, 
the  father  of  Bruce  Barton  and  the 
author  of  five  widely  read  works  on 
Lincoln,  traces  the  descent  of  both  the 
President  and  the  general  in  the  direct 
line  back  to  Col.  Itichard  Lee,  one  of 
the  earliest  of  American  aristocrats. 
The  Documentary  Proof. 
"I  am  about  to  show,  and  for  the 
first  time,"  he  writes,  "that  Abraham 
Lincoln  sprang  from  the  family  stock 
that  gave  to  the  South  and  the  nation 
some  of  its  greatest  and  most  aristo- 
cratic names.  There  has  been  ro- 
mancing enough.  This  is  a  plain  and 
truthful  tale." 

To  establish  this  "plain  and  truthful 
tale,"  Mr.  Barton  spent  years  examin- 
ing  documents    in    musty,  forgotten 
files  in  old  Virginia,  whence  the  Lees 
and  Lincolns  came.    Old  marriage  rec- 
ords, dating  back  to  the  first  days  of 
the  colonies,  records  of  wills  and  prop- 
erty transfers  were  carefully  conned 
and  sifted  for  a  period  of  years.  And 
now  the  blood-relation  of  these  two 
men,  who  were  thought  to  have  noth- 
ing in  common  but  their  hold  on  the 
!  Jove  ai  Uteir  couali'xmen,  is  revealed. 
I     Col.  Uichard  Lee,  the  Good  llouse- 
I  keeping  article  shows,  came  to  Amer- 
j  lea  from  England  in  1G42.    He  had  a 
son,  Uichard  Lee,  through  whom  the 
descent  pas.sed  in  a  direct  male  line 
to  the  famous  general  of  the  Confed- 
erate forces. 

But  Col.  Richard  Lee  had  another 
son,  whose  name  Is  not  recorded,  and 
j  that  son  named  William.  This  Wil- 
'  liahr  Lee  had'ma'ny  sons,  and  one  of 
them  was  named  William,  also.  This 
second  William  had  a  daughter.  Ann. 
who  married  one  Joseph  Hanks,  owner 
of  estates  contiguous  to  the  Lee  plan- 
tation. And  Ann  Lee  Hanks  was  the 
great-grandmother  of  Nancy  Hanks, 
"who  married  Thomas  Lincoln.  June 
12,  ISOO,  and  became  on  Sunday,  Feb- 
ruary 12,  1S09,  the  mother  of  Abraham 


;  It  is  not  strange  that  this  informa- 
I  tion  should  have  remained  hidden  for 
i  two  generations  after  the  deaths  of 
I  both  the  men  it  concerns  since  neither 
!  was  himself  aware  of  the  blood  ties 
!  that  bound  him  to  his  respected  en- 
!  emy,  savs  Doctor  Barton. 

"Abraham  Lincoln  declared  himself 
to  have  descended  from  two  of  what 
he  called  'second'  or  'undistinguislie.r 
families  of  Virginia.  Of  his  ancestry 
on  the  Hanks  side  he  possessed  little 
knowledge  and  was  disinclined  to  dis- 
cuss it.  He  probably  did  not  know 
from  what  county  his  mother's  people 

came."   

liut  that  Hanks  ancestry,  of  which 
Lincoln  knew  little  and  apparently 
cared  less,  was  one  of  the  proudest 
lineages  in  America,  even  apart  from 
its  connection  with  the  Lees.  It  goes 
back  to  'i'hoinas  Hanks,  a  Cromwell 
ailherent,  who  lied  England  in  li!43. 
and  settled  in  Virginia  on  land  ad.loin- 
ing  that  of  Colonel  Lee,  an  ardent 
supporter  of  ->ing  Charles  L  "The 
loyalist  ancest<tr  of  Robert  E.  Lee  anrl 
the  i-ebel  ancestor  of  Abraham  Lincoln 
were  next-|)lantation  neighbors  la 
Gloucester  county." 

Were  They  Mayflower  Stock? 
The    Good     Housekeeping  author 
draws  another  conclusion  of  large  his- 
torical intei'est  from  his  Lincoln-Lee 
researches. 

"We  think,"  he  says,  "of  the  Puri- 
tans of  New  England  as  far  removed 
from  the  Cavaliers  of  Virginia;  but 
how  many  of  us  know  that  a  few  of 
those  same  Puritans  went  South  and 
mingled  their  blood  with  that  of  the 
first  families  of  Virginia.  I'erhaps,  if 
we  knew  all  the  maternal  lines,  we 
should  find  that  both  Robert  E.  Lee 
and  Abraham  Lincoln  were  Mayflower 
descendants." 

For,  he  demonstrates,  "Col.  Isaac  .\1- 
lerton  of  I'lymoutli,  whose  father  was 
Isaac  Allerton  of  the  Mayflower, 
moved  South  and  made  his  home 
among  the  Lee.s.  His  daughter,  Sarah 
Allerton,  became  the  second  wife  of 
Co!.  Richard  Lee's  son,  Hancock." 

It  was  from  Col.  Richard  Lee  that 
both  Abraham  Lincoln  and  Robert  E. 
Lee  were  descended. 
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